Introduction

(vi) Public utilities such as sewage disposal and water supply and other public
improvements.

(vii)  Recreation.

(viii)  The use of resources in accordance with their character and adaptability.

The Act also requires the Planning Commission to “make careful and comprehensive surveys
and studies of present conditions and future growth of the municipality.”

Public Input

A key goal of this plan is to protect and preserve those qualities on which residents place great
value. In 1990 a Community Planning survey was conducted, which solicited residents’ views
and preferences on a wide range of community growth and development issues, including
housing, the environment, utilities, transportation, and recreation. Through the years, the
results of the 1990 Community Planning Survey have been verified in public hearings and
elections where residents have consistently spoken and voted in favor of maintaining the
country or rural environment and other values expressed in the survey.

The survey revealed that the most liked features of Lyon Township relate to its country or rural
environment. Other features which residents appreciate include proximity to the freeway,
access to work, shopping, and parks, the large lots and open space, friendly people, low
population density, and low crime.

The survey also found that there are some features of the Township that residents dislike.
Respondents most frequently cited "growth and development" issues as the most disliked
features. Also topping the list of disliked features were poor condition of roads and excessive
traffic. Additional features of the Township that were particularly displeasing to respondents
included high taxes, the school system and administration, the landfill, lack of certain public
services, increased crime, and the appearance of the Township.1

The challenge to community leaders over the next several years will be to preserve and
enhance the rural environment and other desired features of the Township, and to resolve
existing and potential concerns cited by respondents. The response to a question concerning
potential problems found that roads and traffic are chief among the concerns which must be
resolved. Residents are also concerned about potential increases in breaking and entering,
crime, and groundwater pollution.

The survey obtained respondents' opinions about the quality and scope of various public
services. Public safety services were generally rated favorably, although a majority of

'Since 1990, many of the displeasing features of the Township have been addressed, if not completely resolved.
The school system is on solid footing and has been proactive in addressing the need for new and renovated
schools. The landfill is closed and converted into a park. Public water and sewer services have been developed
and blighted structures throughout the Township have been removed using CDBG funds.
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respondents indicated the need for increased patrol of residential areas. Almost eighty percent
of the respondents indicated a willingness to participate in a "citizen watch" program.

A majority of respondents cited several public services that they would like to see expanded,
including road paving, trash removal (if arranged through a private hauler), a source separation
program, park development and parkland acquisition, and senior citizen programs. Innovative
financing for expanded services will be required, however, since the survey revealed that
residents are generally not in support of increased millage to pay for the services.

With respect to park development, the survey gave respondents the opportunity to identify
facilities they would like in the new Township park or elsewhere in the community. The top
facilities cited by respondents were an outdoor ice rink, nature trails, picnic shelter, and
playgrounds.

Several questions focused directly on the type of development desired by respondents. Based
on survey response, one overriding development goal in the master plan should be
preservation of natural features, such as wooded areas, wetlands, farmlands, and unique
wildlife habitats. The strength of respondents’ convictions on this issue is reflected by the fact
that over sixty percent of the respondents indicated that the Township should selectively
purchase lands for the purpose of preserving valuable natural and historic resources.

Over eighty percent of the respondents were in agreement that, by and large, the Township
should be developed as a low-density single-family residential community. Two-thirds agreed
that the southern part of the Township should be developed at a maximum density of one
house per acre. Almost sixty percent indicated that single-family development on 1/3 to 1/2
acre lots are appropriate in the northern part of the Township.

The survey also sought residents' opinions regarding various residential development
alternatives. Approximately 57 percent indicated they are in favor of open space zoning, which
allows developers to concentrate houses in one portion of a parcel so they can preserve open
areas, woodlands, and other natural features located elsewhere on the parcel.

Most respondents think that commercial development should be confined to the three areas
where it is already present: south of South Lyon, at the Milford/1-96 interchange, and along
Grand River Avenue. Almost half of the respondents indicated that commercial development
should serve primarily only the residents of the community. However, when asked what
businesses are needed in the Township, respondents cited some businesses, which typically
serve a regional market, such as a major discount store. Other businesses desired by
respondents include a major supermarket, restaurants, drug stores, and fast food or carryout
establishments.

Approximately sixty percent of all respondents were in agreement that industrial development
should take place along Grand River Avenue, between New Hudson and the Township's east
boundary (Napier Road).
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