Transportation Analysis

e Provide linkages to planned or developed bicycle path systems in adjacent communities.

e Provide safe access to other significant destinations, such as Downtown South Lyon and
the South Lyon middle and senior high schools.

e Provide a system of looped paths for the benefit of recreational bicyclists.

The Township promotes participation in the Safe Routes to School (SR2S) program. This is a
national program created to provide safe, convenient, and fun routes for children to bicycle and
walk to school. The program’s philosophy is that when routes are safe, walking or biking to and
from school is an easy way to get the regular physical activity children need for good health.
Additionally, the program is founded in the belief that SR2S initiatives help ease traffic jams and
air pollution, unite neighborhoods and contribute to students’ readiness to learn in school.
Current SR2S initiatives are being planned to improve routes to Dolsen Elementary School while
at the same time improve access to the Huron Valley Trail.

The Huron Valley Trail, a rails to trails project, traverses through the Township and is part of the
Oakland County Trail Network. This trail provides a connection from Lyon Oaks County Park to
Dixboro Road. The trail also provides a link through the James F. Atchison Memorial Park along
Grand River Avenue to Kensington Metro Park.

The Township, led by the Downtown Development Authority (DDA), has designed and in 2012
or 2013 will begin construction of a streetscape enhancement project along Grand River that
will include consolidation of driveways, on-street parking, and sidewalks and crosswalks that
will greatly improve pedestrian mobility in this area of the Township.

Lyon Township also requires, by ordinance, that developers construct bicycle paths and
sidewalks along the road frontage of new developments.

Planned and Proposed Road Improvements

The 2011-2013 Financial Plan completed by the Road Commission for Oakland County identified
only one project scheduled for Lyon Township. This project, paving of Dixboro Road to Pontiac
Trail is scheduled for fiscal year 2011, to be completed in 2012.

However, more recently a paving project was approved, the paving of Eight Mile Road, between
Pontiac Trail and Dixboro. This project is substantially federally funded through the Livingston
Federal Urban Aid District. Lyon Township and the City of South Lyon are the other financial
participants. This project is expected to be completed by June 2012.

The timing of road improvements is dependent on the availability of funding. The Road
Commission depends on State-collected vehicle fuel and registration taxes as the primary
source of funding for road maintenance and improvements. This funding has been declining
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over the past several years and is projected to continue to decline for the foreseeable future.
The Township may solicit other funding sources for specific projects. Methods of funding road
improvements are discussed later in this chapter.

In addition to the Road Commission’s planned road projects, the DDA will be improving the
intersection at Grand River/Milford Road/Pontiac Trail to eliminate this 5-point intersection by
terminating Pontiac Trail before it reaches Grand River Avenue, and by closing New Hudson
Road. This road project will also include the streetscape and pedestrian enhancements
consistent with the Lyon Center Vision Plan. Grand River Avenue will be reconstructed with
curb and gutter and new pavement, from the east ring road to just west of the 5-point
intersection. All of this work is scheduled to take place in 2012 or 2013.

Circulation System Deficiencies

Traffic volume has increased significantly in the Township since the 1990s. However, the rate
of growth experienced during that time is not projected to continue. According to SEMCOG
projections, the population of the Township will continue to grow, but slowly. The 2010
population estimate for Lyon Township is 14,542; it will reach nearly 20,200 by 2035. This
projection in population is significantly less than the 2004 projection of nearly 50,000 by 2030.
Based on traffic engineering standards of 9.6 daily vehicle trips per household, this growth can
be expected to create 14,467 new trips daily by 2015, and another 23,117 new trips daily by
2035.

While the Township will continue to see a growth in traffic on its roadways, this growth is far
more manageable than previously predicted (based on population projections).

An estimate of the volume of traffic that could be expected on Township roads at build-out can
be made under the assumption that traffic growth will be distributed on roads in the same way
that existing traffic is distributed. If traffic growth is distributed uniformly, Pontiac Trail can be
expected in 2010 to carry 35,804 trips daily between Nine Mile and Ten Mile Roads, and several
segments of Pontiac Trail, Ten Mile Road, Grand River, and Kent Lake can be expected to carry
20,000 daily trips or more.

Approximately 11% of daily trips will be made during the period of heaviest traffic, or “peak
hour,” per the Institute of Transportation Engineers. During the peak hour on a weekday in
2010, an estimated 3,938 vehicles will drive the section of Pontiac Trail in downtown South
Lyon (see Table 7-2). The intersection of Pontiac Trail, Milford Road, and Grand River Avenue
will see 3,646 vehicles during peak hour under this estimation.
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