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 INTRODUCTION 

In the mid-1980’s Lyon Township embarked on a bold experimental project: the development of a first class 
community park on a closed landfill.  The 120-acre park included little league and softball fields, 
football/soccer fields, a restroom/concession building, water, sanitary, and electric utilities, play structures 
for all age groups, picnic facilities, pavilions, and other appurtenances. 
 
Much to the dismay of Township officials and residents, and contrary to the expert’s opinions, the landfill 
settled over time in an irregular pattern, resulting in the destruction of almost all of the park facilities the 
Township had so carefully planned and constructed. 
 
Meanwhile, the demand for recreation facilities has grown at a fast pace, resulting principally from new 
home construction.  In 2012, 313 building permits for new homes were issued in Lyon Township.  In 2013, 
another 290 building permits were issued.  Between 2010 and July 31, 2013, SEMCOG estimates that the 
population of the Township increased 2,085 residents (+14.3%), reaching a total of 16,630 residents. 
 
Recognizing that residents’ needs have to be met, in recent years the Township has pursued a park 
rebuilding program, with limited funds for capital improvements.  Two little league fields on the closed 
landfill were saved.  New recreation facilities have been constructed on “virgin” ground around the 
perimeter of the landfill.  Equally important, new uses have been identified for the landfill portion of the 
park, including a very popular annual kite festival, a summer carnival, Winterfest (which is held 
intermittently), and mountain biking. 
 
The Township’s recreation interests extend beyond the landfill park, which is called the James F. Atchison 
Memorial Park.  The Township is considering development of additional new recreation facilities:   
 

 New Hudson Towne Center Park, which would be located on the north side of Grand River, west of 
the Huron Valley Trail.  Facilities being considered for this park included a pavilion, playground 
equipment, squirt park, amphitheater, and multipurpose field. 

 

 A sports park on approximately twenty (20) acres, to be located at the northeast corner of Eleven 
Mile and Milford Roads.  The exact use of this park still must be determined, but a design has been 
prepared illustrating four football/soccer fields. 

 

 A trailhead park for the Huron Valley Trail, which would probably be located south of New Hudson.  
This park would consist of restrooms, benches, and car and bicycle parking. 
 

 Additional trails throughout the Township to connect existing and future parks and neighborhoods, 
community activity centers, and the existing Huron Valley Trail. 

 
This plan documents the present and future needs for various types of recreation facilities.  The assessment 
of need was gleaned from data analysis, focus group input, and input from the Township’s Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board.  The Advisory Board membership includes interested residents as well as 
volunteers who serve on other recreation-oriented boards, commissions, and committees in the 
community.  Consequently, the plan has a good grasp of the residents’ needs. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS 

 
Lyon Township hired McKenna Associated to work with the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board to prepare 
this plan.  During the course of plan preparation, the Board and consultant brainstormed about parks and 
recreation needs and opportunities.  The Board’s ideas were tested in two focus group meetings.  Although 
not well attended, despite heavy advertising, the focus groups did provide valuable information that was 
used to refine the plan.  Upon completion of the draft plan, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board held a 
public hearing on the plan and recommended approval to the Township Board.  The Township Board 
approved the plan by resolution on __________________ .  
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 COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

A. Introduction 
 
The 2014 Lyon Township Parks and Recreation Plan is a vision for the future of public land, natural space, 
and recreational amenities for Lyon Township residents. It was developed through an open, public process 
led by community stakeholders who are committed to making a difference in the Township and continuing 
the high quality of life that has attracted many new residents in recent years.  

PLAN FOCUS 

 
This plan fulfills the requirements set forth by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for Parks and 
Recreation Master Plans. It includes an analysis of the physical and demographic realities in the Township, 
as well as an inventory of the recreational amenities available to Lyon residents. Because Lyon Township 
residents have access to numerous state, regional, school-owned, and municipal facilities in neighboring 
communities, they have been included in the inventory along with parks owned and operated by the 
Township itself.  
 
The plan also includes a description of the current administrative and funding structures for Lyon Township 
parks and recreation, including the Township’s partnerships with its neighbors and with recreational 
organizations. The Township has created a Parks and Recreation Advisory Board to centralize parks and 
recreation administration.  
 
Finally, this plan presents a vision for the future, both in terms of Goals and Objectives for Lyon Township’s 
parks and recreation and in the form of a 5-year Action Plan, detailing planned improvements and the 
potential sources of funding for them. 

PLAN JURISDICTION: CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF LYON 

 
The Charter Township of Lyon is located in the southwest corner of Oakland County, immediately west of 
the cities of Novi and Wixom and south of Milford Township. To the south of the Township is rural Salem 
Township, in Washtenaw County, and to the west is Green Oak Township, in Livingston County. The 
Township is not a full 36-square-mile square because the City of South Lyon occupies the southwestern 
corner.   
 
This location, between suburban communities and rural ones, has been a primary reason for Lyon 
Township’s growth. New residents come seeking the quiet of the countryside alongside the amenities of 
the metropolitan region. I-96, which cuts across the Township from west to east, allows easy access to 
destinations across the metro area and the state. 
 
Recent residential development has been concentrated in the middle of the Township and along 10 Mile 
Road. Commercial development has been directed to the intersection of Grand River Avenue, Milford Road, 
and Pontiac Trail, which is planned to be the Township’s social and commercial heart. The I-96 interchange 
in this area has been a catalyst for development.  
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Most of Lyon Township falls within the South Lyon Community School District, although a small portion in 
the southeastern corner is in the Northville School District. The grounds of the South Lyon Community 
Schools provide recreational amenities for many Township residents, as discussed in further detail in 
Chapter 4. 
 

Physically, much of the Township is wooded and level, with some gently rolling hills in the south. There is a 
small cluster of lakes on the east side of the community. The majority of Lyon is in the Huron River 
watershed (the river flows through the northwestern corner of the Township), but some parts of the 
southeastern corner flow into the Middle Branch of the Rouge River. 
 

B. Demographics 
 

From a regional perspective, Lyon Township is located at the western edge of the regional growth pattern 
in southeastern Michigan.  Communities immediately to the east are generally served by fully developed 
sanitary sewer systems and are developed at a suburban density.  Communities to the west and south are 
generally less developed or are developed at a lower overall density.  
 

Even though Lyon Township is considered "semi-rural" based on overall population density, the Township 
experienced a rapid rate of growth in the decades following 1950, largely as a result of in-migration of non-
farm households (see Figure 2.1 and Table 2.1).  Prior to 2000, the greatest numerical increase in 
population (+2,578) was recorded in the 1970's, when several subdivisions were developed in the 
northwest part of the Township.  The rate of growth leveled off in the 1980's and 1990's, resulting in an 
increase of 1,724 residents between 1990 and 1999.  The expansion of the sanitary sewer system within the 
Township around the year 2000 resulted in the largest increase in population over a decade for the 
community since World War II, resulting in 3,504 new residents between 2000 and 2010, a 31.7% increase.  
According to SEMCOG estimates, the Township’s population increased to 16,630 by July 1, 2013, which 
represents an 14.3 percent increase compared to the 2010 Census figure.  According to SEMCOG, Lyon 
Township was the region’s fastest growing community between 2010 and 2013, with a growth rate of 
14.3%. 
 

Residential development and population growth in Lyon Township have been affected by several factors, 
including regional growth patterns, the quality of the residential environment, housing value, economic 
opportunity, and housing construction. 

Table 2.1: Lyon Township Population Change, 1950-2013 

TOTAL POPULATION 

 
Year 

 
Total 

Numerical 
Change 

Percent  
Change 

1950 1,647 ---- ---- 

1960 2,880 + 1,233 + 74.9% 

1970 4,500 + 1,620 + 56.2% 

1980 7,078 + 2,578 + 57.3% 

1990 9,317 + 2,239 + 31.6% 

2000 11,041 + 1,724 + 18.5% 

2010 14,545 + 3,504 + 31.7% 

2013  16,630 +2,085 +14.3% 

Source: US Census Bureau; SEMCOG (2013 Estimate) 
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Figure 2.1: Lyon Township Population 1950-2010 

 
Source: US Census Bureau 

 

REGIONAL POPULATION TRENDS 

 
Following World War II, the population of Detroit and Wayne County began to level off.  The post-war baby-
boom launched a period of significant population growth in Oakland County that has slowed to more 
steady growth in recent decades.   
 
While growth in Oakland County has slowed down relative to other high growth areas within the SEMCOG 
region, development activity within the county has been anything but stagnant.  During the 1980's and 
1990's, many Oakland County communities, mostly located in the southeast quadrant of the County, lost 
population.  Meanwhile, large population gains were recorded in a more northerly and westerly tier of 
communities: Rochester Hills, West Bloomfield Township, Novi and Lyon Township.  
 
Compared to a 2010 population of 4.8 million the SEMCOG Regional Development Forecast projects 6% 
growth over the next 25 years, for a 2035 metropolitan population of 5.1 million.  Movement of the 
population is expected to continue, with a loss of 160,782 residents in Wayne County, and an increase of 
122,280 in Oakland County over the next 25 years.  In summary, the regional population projections 
suggest that development in Lyon Township and other Oakland County communities will continue. 
 

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

 
Age Structure.  The median age of Lyon Township's population increased from 31.0 years in 1990 to 35.2 
years in 2000 and to 38.4 in 2010.  During the same period, the median age for residents of Oakland County 
increased from 33.8 to 40.2 years. This aging reflects national trends to some extent, but it is more 
dramatic than in many communities around the country.  
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As shown in Table 2.2, Lyon Township has a similar age distribution to Oakland County as a whole, except 
that Lyon has a smaller percentage of retirees. 
 
Table 2.2: Age Distribution, Lyon Township and Oakland County, 2010 

 Lyon Township Oakland County  

 Number Percent Number Percent % Difference 

Under 5 years 1,070 7.4% 68,506 5.7% 1.7% 

5 to 19 years 2,178 22.0% 241,639 20.0% 2.0% 

20 to 24 years 699 4.8% 63,344 5.3% -0.5% 

25 to 44 years 3,956 27.1% 313,219 26.1% 1.0% 

45 to 64 years 4,245 29.1% 356,530 29.7% -0.6% 

65+ years 1,599 9.3% 159,124 13.3% -4.0% 

Source: US Census Bureau 

 

The increase in the Township’s median age indicates that much of the growth in the Township in the 2000’s 
probably consisted of mature families in the 45 to 64 age bracket.  Persons in this age bracket are more 
likely to have children who are in high school, out of school, or in college.  This is in contrast to the 1980's 
when there was a significant influx of young families into the Township. 
 

The school enrollment data reflect the influx of new families with children into the Township.  Looking over 
the past 12 years, the data show that more mature families with high school children were moving into the 
Township.  In the last two years, though, younger families with children in grades K – 5 and 6 – 8 have 
moved into the Township.  This transition has obvious implications in terms of the types of recreation 
facilities that should be included in this plan. 
 
Table 2.3: School Enrollment, South Lyon Community Schools, 2000-2013 

 Grades K-5 Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12 

Year Number Percent 
Change 

Number Percent 
Change 

Number Percent 
Change 

2000-01 2,979 --- 1,423 --- 1,665 --- 

2001-02 3,010 + 1.0% 1,496 + 5.1% 1,750 + 5.1% 

2002-03 3,118 + 3.6% 1,563 + 4.5% 1,809 + 3.4% 

2003-04 3,165 +1.5% 1,576 +0.1% 1,881 +4.0% 

2004-05 3,273 +3.4% 1,551 -0.2% 1,990 +5.8% 

2005-06 3,274 0.0% 1,563 +0.1% 2,039 +2.5% 

2006-07 3,254 -0.1% 1,624 +3.9% 2,068 +1.4% 

2007-08 3,300 +1.4% 1,663 +2.4% 2,085 +0.1% 

2008-09 3,297 0.0% 1,689 +1.6% 2,051 -1.6% 

2009-10 3,278 0.0% 1,686 0.0% 2,117 +3.2% 

2012-13 3,433 +4.7% 1,737 +3.0% 2,152 +1.6% 

Change 
2000-2012 

+454 +15.2% +314 +22.1% +487 +29.2% 

Source: South Lyon Community School District 
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Household Type and Composition.  The analysis of household characteristics reveals important distinctions 
between Lyon Township and South Lyon.  For example, the following chart indicates that the Township is 
predominantly a single-family housing community.  On the other hand, almost half of South Lyon’s housing 
stock consists of townhomes, duplexes, or multiple-family housing.   
 

Table 2.4: Housing Type, Lyon Township and City of South Lyon, 2010 

Housing Structure Township City 

Single Family 74.8% 50.7% 

Duplex 0.2% 0.5% 

Townhouse/Attached Condo 4.0% 17.4% 

Multi-Family Apartment 11.7% 28.9% 

Mobile Home 9.3% 3.5% 

Source: US Census Bureau 

 
Household Size. As Table 2.5 shows, Lyon Township has bucked the national trend over the past ten years 
and has seen an increase in its average household size. The average size of households around the state 
and nation is declining in most communities.  Notwithstanding the decade-by-decade change, the SEMCOG 
estimates of household size in December 31, 2012 is 2.76 persons. 
 

Table 2.5: Average Household Size and Average Family Size, Lyon Township , 1970-2010 

 Average Household Size Average Family Size 

1970 3.35 persons 3.33 persons 

1980 2.90 persons 3.33 persons 

1990 2.83 persons 3.23 persons 

2000 2.83 persons 3.21 persons 

2010 2.89 persons 3.33 persons 

Source: US Census Bureau 

 
Education and Employment.  Table 2.6 shows that residents moving into the Township are increasingly 
well-educated.  The percentage of Township residents over the age of 25 with only a high school degree 
dropped significantly between 2000 and 2010, while the percentage with bachelor’s or advanced degrees 
increased. However, the portion that did not graduate from high school only declined slightly. 
 

Table 2.6: Educational Attainment, Lyon Township Residents over 25 Years Old, 1990-2010 

 1990 2000 2010 

High School Only 34.9% 40.0% 22.6% 

College 1 to 3 years 34.0% 34.1% 35.7% 

College 4 + years 17.7% 26.0% 31.7% 

Total High School 
Graduate or Higher 

86.8% 89.7% 90.0% 

Source: US Census Bureau  
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The educational attainment of residents is reflected in the types of occupations they are engaged in.  Lyon 
Township has a highly-skilled labor force, consisting of primarily managerial, professional, technical, sales, 
and administrative support positions. 
 
The total Lyon Township labor force (employed persons 16 years and older) increased in the 2000’s.  Table 
2.7 shows that managerial, professional, technical, sales and administrative employment is increasing as a 
proportion of the total labor force.   
 

Table 2.7: Lyon Township Labor Force by Occupation, 2010 

 Number Percent 

Management, Business, and Arts 2,659 39.6%   

Computers, Engineering, and Science 506 7.5% 

Education, Legal, and Media 439 6.5% 

Health Care 368 5.4% 

Other Services 1,030 15.3% 

Sales 2,022 30.1% 

Natural Resources and Construction 459  6.8% 

Transportation and Manufacturing 542 8.1% 

TOTAL 6,712  

Source: US Census Bureau 

 
Income.  As would be expected based on the education and employment data cited above, households in 
Lyon Township enjoy a relatively high standard of living.  Almost 44 percent of all households in 1999 had 
an annual income of $75,000 or more (see Table 2.8).  In 1989 only 10.4 percent of the households had 
incomes in this range.  Another 23.5 percent of the households had an annual income of between $50,000 
and $74,999.  
 
Between 1999 and 2010 the median household income increased from $67,288 to $79,375.  However, 
adjusting for inflation, this actually represents a decrease.  $67,288 in 1999 dollars is $89,199 in 2010 
dollars. 
 

Table 2.8: Income Categories, Lyon Township, 2010 

 Percent 

Less than $15,000 3.2% 

$15,000 - $24,999 8.1% 

$25,000 - $34,999 7.4% 

$35,000 - $49,999       11.8% 

$50,000 - $74,999       16.8% 

$75,000 or more       52.7% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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C. Physical Characteristics 
 
Lyon Township contains approximately 32 square miles.  Land use records over the past 40 years indicate a 
pattern of conversion of agricultural and vacant land for use by suburban-type development.  By a great 
margin, single family residential has been the predominant type of development in the Township over the 
last four decades.  A land use survey completed in 2009 revealed that single family residential land uses 
occupied approximately 7,068 acres, accounting for 33.8% of the land.  The amount of land used for 
residential purposes increased by about 77.5 percent between 1991 and 2009 (see Map 2.1). 
 
In 1991, 66.4 percent of the land was accounted for by agricultural and vacant lands, and residential land 
uses occupied just 20.2 percent.  By 2010, 38.7 percent of the land was occupied by agricultural and vacant 
uses, and residential land uses jumped to 33.8 percent. 
 
Between 1991 and 2010, 2,052 single family housing units were constructed, consuming 3,042 acres of 
land, or about 1.5 acres per unit.  A survey of developers and builders in late 2013 revealed that 334 single 
family units are slated to come on line in 2014.  Thus, another 501 acres of vacant or agricultural lands will 
be converted to residential development in 2014, resulting in 922 new residents.  Developers are actively 
working to bring new developments on line.  As long as the economy is strong, the growth of the residential 
sector is not likely to slacken. 
 
In summary, in the past several years Lyon Township has experienced widespread growth of its residential 
sector.  Based on developer’s and builder’s projections, the pace of growth may even accelerate.  The 
implications of this growth pattern on recreation are significant.  The Township must look for ways to 
expand its parks and recreation system to keep up with the ever-increasing demand for services new 
residents will expect. 
 

D. Natural Areas 
 
Lands preserved in their natural state offer passive recreation opportunities.  Natural areas worth 
preserving have been mapped by Oakland County Planning and Economic Development Services.  Natural 
areas are defined as places on the landscape dominated by native vegetation that have potential for 
harboring high quality natural areas and unique natural features.  These areas may provide critical 
ecological services, such as maintaining water quality and quantity, soil development and stabilization, 
pollination of cropland, wildlife corridors, stopover sites for migratory birds, sources of genetic diversity, 
and flood water detention. 
 
The process to identify potential natural areas started with interpretation of digital aerial photos.  Emphasis 
was placed on intactness, wetlands and wetlands complexes, riparian corridors, and forested tracts.  Then, 
sites were ranked using a scoring system with points being awarded based on five criteria: total size of the 
site, size of the core area, presence or absence of a stream corridor, landscape connectivity, and 
restorability of surrounding lands.  
 
As illustrated on Map 2.2, Lyon Township contains one Priority One area, which is safely protected within 
the Oakland County Lyon Oaks County Park.  The area bounded by Eight Mile, Griswold, Ten Mile and Currie 
Roads is occupied by a significant amount of Priority Two natural areas.  The future park located at Eleven 
Mile and Milford Road contains about 40 acres of Priority Two natural area in the form of a wooded 
wetland.  Due to tree cutting, a portion of the Priority Two natural areas in the south part of the Township 
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may have been obliterated.  Priority Three natural areas are scattered fairly evenly throughout the 
Township. 
 
Although few opportunities presently exist for use of natural areas by the public, many will be preserved 
because they exist within protected wetlands or floodplains.  These areas will remain largely untouched, 
even as development occurs around them. 
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 ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

 

A. Administrative Organization 
 
The Lyon Township Board of Trustees established a Parks and Recreation Advisory Board in 2012.  The 
Board’s purpose is to evaluate proposed uses for the parks, investigate improvements to parks and 
recreation facilities, and advise the Township Board of its findings and recommendations.  The Township 
Board retains final decision-making and expenditure authority. 
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B. Parks and Recreation Budget 
 

The Township’s Park Fund Budget deals solely with revenues and costs associated with the Township’s only 
developed park, the James F. Atchison Memorial Park. In recent years, most expenditures in the park have 
gone to repairs and maintenance, primarily mowing.  
 
The 2014 adopted budget calls for $25,250 in revenues, with $84,500 in expenses.  Money in the 
Township’s general fund is proposed to be used to cover the difference between revenues and expenses.   
Key items that account for Park Fund expenses include: $25,000 for repair and maintenance (including 
mowing) and $40,000 for capital improvements.  
 
In 2010 and previous years a large portion the Park Fund revenues came from the generation of electricity  
using methane produced by the landfill on which the James F. Atchison Memorial Park sits. In 2009, this 
source generated $44,545 and in 2010 it generated $21,792. In 2011, the methane production dropped 
below the rate where it was economically feasible to capture it and convert it into electricity, so revenues 
from this source dropped to $0. Consequently, the 2011 budget recorded $4,020 in revenues and $38,912 
in expenses. The deficit was covered using general fund revenues. 
 

Table 3.1: Declining Revenues from Methane Production at Atchison Park, 2009-2011 

2009 $44,545 

2010 $21,792 

2011 $0 

  Source: Lyon Township 

 
The General Fund Budget also includes a Recreation category, which included $40,053 in 2014 budget. This 
amount was allocated to the South Lyon Recreation Authority for recreation programming ($18,053) and 
repairs, maintenance, mowing and other expenses associated with the Huron Valley Trail ($22,000).  
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C. Partnerships 
 

SLARA 

 

The South Lyon Area Recreation Authority runs a wide variety of recreational programs for residents of the 
greater South Lyon area (Lyon Township, the City of South Lyon, and Green Oak Township combine to 
provide the funding for the organization). SLARA offers a full slate of sports leagues, youth programs, 
special events, educational programs, and senior activities.  In 2014, Lyon Township allocated $18,053 to 
help fund SLARA. 

SOUTH LYON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

 

The grounds of schools operated by the South Lyon Community School District provide a variety of 
recreation opportunities for Township residents. Their facilities are used by SLARA for recreational 
programming and sports leagues. However, because they are primarily designed to be used for educational 
and other school-related purposes, they are not always open to the wider community. 

NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES 

 

Lyon Township’s neighboring communities, particularly Novi, Wixom, and South Lyon, have mature park 
systems, neighbors Novi and Wixom have well developed parks systems. Lyon Township residents use and 
enjoy parks in those communities.  However, formal partnerships between the communities and Lyon 
Township have been rare. 

COUNTY, STATE, AND REGIONAL PARKS AUTHORITIES 

 

Lyon Township contains one county park (Lyon Oaks) and parts of a Metro Park (Kensington) and a State 
Recreation Area (Island Lake). In the past, Oakland County, Huron-Clinton Metro Parks, and the State of 
Michigan have partnered with Lyon Township and SLARA on special events and the use of various facilities. 
For example, development of the Huron Valley Trail depended on the cooperation of the Huron-Clinton 
Metroparks and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 

VOLUNTEER GROUPS 

 

Volunteers are crucial to most recreational programming, serving in many different capacities. Often, 
volunteers for recreational activities are organized by SLARA, although the Township has successfully 
recruited huge volunteer forces for major events, such as the Kite Festival, summer carnival, and 
Winterfest.   

LYON TOWNSHIP DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (DDA) 

 

The DDA has provided initial financing for recreation – oriented activities that promote the New Hudson 
downtown, such as the Kite Festival and summer carnival.  The goal with all of these events is that they 
become self-sustaining so that no expenditure of DDA funds will be necessary.  The DDA also anticipates 
funding a park in the heart of New Hudson, consistent with the Lyon Center Vision Plan. 
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 RECREATION INVENTORY AND 
EVALUATION 

A. Lyon Township Park Facilities 
 

Lyon Township currently operates one facility within its boundaries – James F. Atchison Memorial Park, at 
58000 Grand River Avenue, near the Township offices. The park includes pavilions, sports fields, basketball 
courts, playground equipment, and restrooms. 
 
The Township is also considering the addition of three new parks to its inventory: 
 

 Proposed “New Hudson Towne Center” Park (Grand River Ave. and Huron Valley Trail) 
- Pavilion 
- Playground Equipment 
- Skating rink/squirt park 
- Amphitheater 
- Multi-purpose Field 

 

 Proposed Unnamed Park (11 Mile and Milford Road) 
- To Be Determined (layouts for sports fields has been prepared) 

 

 A proposed Trailhead Park for the Huron Valley Trail, which would consist of benches, restrooms, and 
parking. 
 

B. Regional Facilities within Lyon Township 
 

In addition to the existing and planned facilities under the Township’s jurisdiction, there are several 
regional or state parks completely or partially within Lyon Township: 
 

 Lyon Oaks County Park (Pontiac Trail and Old Plank Road) 
Jurisdiction: Oakland County 

 

 Kensington Metropark (Kent Lake Road and I-96) 
Jurisdiction: Huron-Clinton Metroparks 
Also partially within Milford and Green Oak Townships 

 

 Island Lake State Recreation Area (Kent Lake Road and I-96) 
Jurisdiction: State of Michigan 
Also partially within Green Oak Township 

 
In general, the  parks and recreation facilities within the Township are concentrated in the northern section 
(Map 4.1).  Both Island Lake and Kensington are in the far northwest corner. James F. Atchison Memorial 
Park is located in the north central part of the Township.   
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Additionally, the Huron Valley Trail bike and pedestrian path (Lakelands Township Trail State Park), runs 
from the South Lyon boundary north into Milford Township, then re-enters Lyon Township near Lyon Oaks 
County Park.  As more trail connections are made, the Huron Valley Trail offers one opportunity to connect 
the more densely populated areas of the Township and the City of South Lyon with recreational facilities to 
the north. 
 
South Lyon Community School District also has several facilities within Lyon Township, including: 
 
 Dolsen Elementary (56775 Rice Street) 
 Hardy Elementary (24650 Collingswood) 
 Kent Lake Elementary (30181 Kent Lake Road) 
 Sayre Elementary (23000 Valerie Street) 
 South Lyon East High School (12632 10 Mile) 

 
Because of Lyon Township’s semi-rural nature, it is a popular location for golf courses, including:  
 
 Coyote Golf Club (12 Mile and Milford Road) 
 Walnut Creek Country Club (11 Mile and Johns Road) 
 River Bank Golf Course (10 Mile and Currie Road) 
 Tanglewood Golf Course (10 Mile and Currie Road) 
 Cattails Golf Club (9 Mile and Griswold Road) 
 Lyon Oaks Golf Course – publicly owned (Pontiac Trail and Old Plank Road) 
 
Because of the high demand for new housing, there is increasing pressure on golf course owners to sell to 
single family developers.  It would not be unreasonable to expect 2 – 3 private courses to be redeveloped in 
the next several years. 
 

C. Facilities in Neighboring Communities 
 
There are several major parks and recreation facilities close to Lyon Township (i.e., within a 10-mile radius) 
including four State parks, two Metroparks, and two County parks.  Residents in the southwest quadrant of 
the Township are served by the parks in the City of South Lyon, including McHattie Park and Volunteer 
Park, and school playgrounds located within and around the City. Golf courses and driving ranges comprise 
many of the recreation facilities on the east and south sides of the Township, as this area has become a 
regional center for golf.  Other recreational opportunities on the east and south sides of the Township are 
offered by the various schools.   
 
The following are recreational facilities found in the communities immediately surrounding Lyon Township:  
 
City of South Lyon: 
 
 McHattie Park (S. Lafayette and Dorothy Streets) 
 Volunteer Park – being developed (8 Mile and Dixboro Roads) 
 Bartlett Elementary (350 School Street) 
 Millennium and Centennial Middle Schools (61526 W. Nine Mile) 
 South Lyon High School (1100 N. Lafayette)  
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Green Oak Township: 
 

 Colman Park (Silver Lake Road near Silverside Drive) 

 Brummer Elementary (9919 N. Rushton Road)  
 
Milford Township: 
 

 Hubbell Pond Park (West Commerce Street and Family Drive) 

 Milford Central Park  (Main and Liberty Streets) 
 
City of Wixom: 
 

 Civic Center Park (49015 Pontiac Trail) 

 Gibson Historical Park (49805 Pontiac Trail) 

 Gilbert Willis Park (2199 Chickasaw) 

 Gunnar Mettala Park (645 Mettala Drive) 

 Mack Park (113 Wixom Road) 

 Sibley Square Park (48900 Pontiac Trail) 

 Wixom Habitat Park (1135 Wixom Road) 
 
City of Novi: 
 

 Novi City Park (Beck near 11 Mile) 

 Ella Mae Power Park (off 10 Mile Near Taft) 

 Lake Shore Park (South Lake Dr. near 13 Mile) 

 Thornton Creek Elementary School (46180 9 Mile) 

 Novi Meadows Elementary/Novi Woods Elementary/Parkview Elementary (25195 Taft Road) 

 Novi Middle School/Deerfield Elementary (49000 11 Mile) 

 Novi High School (24062 Taft Road) 

 Links of Novi (10 Mile and Napier) 

 ITC Community Sports Park (8 Mile and Napier) 
 
City of Northville: 
 

 Ford Field (Griswold and Main) 

 Amerman Elementary School (847 N. Center Street) 

 Hillside Middle School (775 N. Center) 

 Ridge Wood Elementary School (49775 6 Mile) 
 
Northville Township: 
 

 Northville High School (45700 6 Mile) 
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Salem Township: 
 

 Salem Elementary (7806 Salem Road)  

 Downing Farms Golf Course (7 Mile near Currie Road) 

 Salem Hills Golf Course (6 Mile and Currie Road) 

 Brae Burn Golf Course (5 Mile and Napier Road) 

 Fox Hills Golf Course (North Territorial and Curtis Roads) 
 
Regional/State Parks: 
 
Metroparks 

 Kensington Metropark (Kent Lake Road and I-96) 
 
State of Michigan 

 Island Lake State Recreation Area 

 Proud Lake State Recreation Area 

 Maybury State Park (8 Mile and Beck Road) 
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D. Parks and Recreation Facilities Evaluation 

PARK CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

For planning and management purposes, recreation professionals often classify park and recreation 
facilities based on the type of facility and expected usage.  Frequently, a six-tier classification system is 
used, as follows (see Map 4.2): 

 
1. Mini-Parks 
 
Recreation Standards.  Mini-parks are small, specialized parks, usually less than an acre in size, that serve 
the needs of residents in the surrounding neighborhood.  A mini-park may serve a limited population or 
specific group such as tots or senior citizens. 
 
Characteristics of Lyon Township.  There are no public mini-parks in Lyon Township at this time.  However, 
the need for mini-parks is addressed partially by subdivision, condominium, and apartment common areas, 
and some elementary school facilities. 
 
Comments/Recommendations.  Specific areas can be designated within community parks and school 
facilities to address the needs of specialized groups such as tots and seniors.  A playground for tots is located 
in the James F. Atchison Memorial Park.  A senior center is currently located at the South Lyon High School, 
and meeting facilities for seniors are located in the same building as the Township Library. 
 
2. Neighborhood Parks 
 
Recreation Standards.  Neighborhood parks are typically multi-purpose facilities that provide areas for 
intensive recreational activities, such as field games, court games, crafts, playgrounds, skating, picnicing, 
etc.  Neighborhood parks are generally 15 acres or more in size and serve a population up to 5,000 
residents located within a quarter- to half-mile radius from the neighborhood they serve. 
 
Characteristics of Lyon Township.  McHattie Park, located in the City of South Lyon, is classified as a 
neighborhood park.  In addition, schools (Dolsen, Sayre, Bartlett, Kent Lake, Brummer, Salem and Hardy 
Elementary Schools, Millennium and Centennial Middle Schools) provide some recreation opportunities 
normally found in neighborhood parks.   
 
An opportunity exists to develop a neighborhood park in the center of the Township, on land acquired by 
the Township upon approval of the Elkow Farms Planned Development.  The parkland is 60 acres in area, 
but approximately 2/3 of the land is occupied by wooded wetlands. 
 
Comments/Recommendations.  The NRPA recommends 1.0 to 2.0 acres of neighborhood park acreage per 
1,000 residents.  The 2013 Population Estimate for Lyon Township is 16,630 residents.  Based on this 
population estimate, between 16 and 33 acres of neighborhood parks are required.  However, comparison 
to national standards can be misleading.  The geographic distribution of neighborhood parks (including 
elementary schools), is uneven with most of them located in the City of South Lyon with the exception of 
Dolsen Elementary School in New Hudson, Kent Lake Elementary School, and Hardy Elementary School.  The 
northwest and southeast portions of the Township are under-served by neighborhood parks.  
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3. Community Parks 
 
Recreation Standards.  Community parks typically contain a wide variety of recreation facilities to meet the 
diverse needs of residents from several neighborhoods.  Community parks may include areas suited for 
intense recreational facilities, such as athletic complexes and swimming pools.  These parks usually contain 
other facilities not commonly found in neighborhood parks such as nature areas, picnic pavilions, lighted 
ball fields, and concession facilities. 
 
Characteristics of Lyon Township.  The James F. Atchison Memorial Park, located atop and adjoining a 
former landfill overlooking I-96, is an example of a typical community park.  It contains major sports 
facilities, a segment of the Huron Valley Trail, picnic facilities, tot lots and playgrounds, sports fields, and 
restrooms.  
 
Comments/Recommendations.  The 120-acre James F. Atchison Memorial Park far exceeds the NRPA's 
standard acreage requirements (83.2 acres) for community parks based on Lyon Township population.  
Community parks typically serve neighborhoods within a 1 to 2-mile radius.  Even if the existing high school 
and middle school are included in the service boundary evaluation, the northeast and southeast portions of 
the Township are underserved.  The ITC Community Sports Park in Novi, located adjacent to the southeast 
portion of the Township, does serve the southeast area, as does the South Lyon East High School on Ten 
Mile.  However, the ITC Sports Park does not provide passive recreational activities and access to the school 
facilities is limited.  In summary, the Township is adequately served based on acreage standards, but there 
are geographic deficiencies, and some of the community parks lack critical elements that would make them 
full service parks.   
 
4. Regional/Metropolitan Parks 
 
Recreation Standards.  Regional parks are typically located on sites with unique natural features which are 
particularly suited for outdoor recreation, such as viewing and studying nature, wildlife habitats, 
conservation, swimming, picnicking, hiking, fishing, boating, camping and trail use.  Many also include 
active play areas. 
 
Characteristics of Lyon Township.  The Township is served by several regional parks located nearby, 
including:  Island Lake State Recreation Area, Kensington Metropark, and Lyon Oaks County Park (see Map 
4.3). 
 
Comments/Recommendations.  Regional parks typically serve several communities within a one hour drive.  
There are an abundance of regional park facilities in proximity to residents of Lyon Township. 
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5. Linear Parks 
 
Recreation Standards.  Linear parks are areas developed for one or more modes of recreational travel, such 
as hiking, biking, snowmobiling, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, canoeing and/or pleasure driving.  
Some linear parks include active play areas.  Linear parks are often built along utility rights-of-way, 
abandoned railroad lines, bluff lines, vegetation patterns, and roads.  The Huron Valley Trail, for example, 
was developed on a former GTW railroad right-of-way.  Linear parks often link other parks or components 
of the recreation system, community facilities, commercial areas, and other focal points. 
 
Characteristics of Lyon Township.  The 13-mile Huron Valley Trail is the backbone of the linear park system 
in Lyon Township, providing non-motorized access to Island Lake Recreation Area, Kensington Metropark, 
Lyon Township Community Park, Lyon Oaks County Park, and other points of interest. 
 
Comments/Recommendations.  Although the Township has sufficient acreage allocated to linear parks 
based on accepted standards, all of the parks are located in the north end of the Township or in South Lyon. 
The lack of park facilities in other portions of the Township can be addressed partially by improving non-
motorized access on existing roads, pursuant to the Complete Streets legislation, and by extending the off-
road bike path network along mile roads.  Non-motorized access opportunities also exist along or within 
public drain easements, Township-owned land, planned developments, and overhead powerline easements. 
 
6. Private and Special Use Facilities 
 
Recreation Standards.  Special use recreation facilities are typically single-purpose recreation facilities, such 
as golf courses, nature centers, outdoor theaters, interpretative centers, or facilities for the preservation or 
maintenance of the natural or cultural environment. 
 
Characteristics of Lyon Township.  Several special use recreation facilities are located in or near Lyon 
Township including Witch's Hat Depot State Historic Site, six golf courses, a driving range, and one bowling 
establishment. 
 
Comments/Recommendations.  Lyon Township is in the early stages of developing a recreation program, 
focusing primarily on facilities in the James F. Atchison Memorial Park.  Recreation programming could be 
expanded in the future by forming public-private partnerships, such as with the golf courses, thereby 
providing residents with a greater variety of opportunities.  Collaboration with the South Lyon Community 
School District should be explored to provide community indoor swimming, either at South Lyon East High 
School or at a planned middle school on Ten Mile Road. 
 
Tables 3-1 and 3-2 provide a summary of the parks and recreation facilities currently available to Township 
residents. 
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Table 4.1:  Community Recreation Facilities Inventory 
 

COMMUNITY RECREATION FACILITIES INVENTORY 
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Basketball Courts  1      1 1 1 1 1 1 1  2 10 

Tennis Courts  8 8            2 18 

Volleyball Courts                0 

Ball Fields  4 2 2   2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1  8 26 

Softball 0 3 2 2 1         2  10 

Multi-purpose field  5 2    1    1     9 

Football Fields  1 1 1       1     4 

Soccer Fields  1  3 1 3  2 1 1 3 1  2 6 24 

Golf Courses   - 9 hole                0 
                        - 18 hole 6               6 

Driving Range                0 

Swimming Pool - Indoor  1 1             2 
                          - Outdoor                0 

Handball Courts                0 

Ice Rinks     - Indoor                0 
                    - Outdoor                0 

Archery Range                0 

Running Track (1/4 mile)  1 1 1   1  1       5 

Playgrounds 1     2 1 1  1 1 1 1   9 

Field Hockey                0 

Disc Golf                0 

Picnic Areas 3            1   4 

Cross-Country Ski Trails                0 

Nature Trails         1       1 

Sledding Hills             1   1 

Tot Lots 1      1   1      3 

Metal Play Structures 2               2 

Swings 12              8 20 

Jungle Gyms 1              1 2 

Spring Riders 16               16 

Bike Paths 1              1 2 

Pavilions 3            1   4 

Shuffleboard             1   1 

Gymnasium  2  2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1    13 

Sources: 
1
Lyon Township Inventory, 

2
South Lyon Schools, 

3
City of South Lyon 
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Table 4.2: Regional Parks and Recreation Facilities 
 

REGIONAL PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES 

 
Kensington 
Metropark 

Island Lake State 
Recreation Area Huron Valley Trail 

Lyon Oaks County 
Park 

Maybury 
State Park 

Acres 4,481 4,000 13 miles 1,041 944 

Picnicking x x  x x 

Drinking Water x x  x x 

Toilets x x  x x 

Shelters x x  x x 

Play Areas x x  x x 

Tot Lot      

Swimming Beach x x    

Bathhouse-Food Services x x    

Boat Launch x x    

Boat or Canoe Rental x x    

Boat Launch x x    

Excursion Boat x     

Canoeing x x    

Group Rental Facility    x  

Farm Learning Center x     

Fishing x x   x 

Golf (Regulation) or Driving Range x   x  

Bike Trail x x x  x 

Hiking or Fitness Trail x x  x x 

Scenic Views x   x  

Nature Trails x x  x  

Nature Center x   x  

Interpretive Program x   x  

X-Country Skiing x x   x 

X-Country Ski Rental-Food x     

Ice Skating x     

Sledding x     

Group Camp/Camping x x    

Hunting  x  x  

Snowmobiling  x    

Equestrian Trail x    x 

Shooting/Archery Range  x    

Riding Stable     x 

Dog Park    x  

Disk Golf x     

Mountain Biking  x   x 

 
Sources:  Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Oakland County Parks, Huron-Clinton Metroparks 
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ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENTS 

 
Each recreational area in the list below has been evaluated on how well it serves people with disabilities. 
Parks and other facilities are rated on a 1-5 scale, according to the following criteria: 
 
1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
4 = the entire facility meets accessibility guidelines 
5 = the entire facility was developed/renovated using the principles of universal design 
 
Facilities that Meets All or Some of the Needs of Neighborhood Parks 
 
South Lyon High School  
Community: City of South Lyon 
Size: Approx. 50 Acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 4 
 
Centennial and Millennium Middle Schools 
Community: City of South Lyon 
Size: Approx. 44 Acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 4 
 
Sayre Elementary School 
Community: City of South Lyon 
Size: Approx. 16 Acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 4 
 
Bartlett Elementary School 
Community: City of South Lyon 
Size: Approx. 23 Acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 4 
 
South Lyon East High School 
Community: Lyon Township 
Size: Approx. 106 Acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 4 
 
Kent Lake Elementary School 
Community: Lyon Township 
Size: Approx. 14 Acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 4 
 
Dolsen Elementary School 
Community: Lyon Township 
Size: Approx. 4 acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 4 
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Hardy Elementary School 
Community: Lyon Township 
Size: Approx. 10 acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 4 
 
Total Acreage = 267 acres 
 
 
Community Parks 
 
Atchison Memorial Park 
Community: Lyon Township 
Size: Approximately 120 acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 2 
 
Volunteer Park 
Community: City of South Lyon 
Size: Approx. 137 acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 3 
 
McHattie Park 
Community: City of South Lyon 
Size: Approx. 22 acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 3 
 
Community Sports Park 
Community: City of Novi 
Size: Approx. 71 acres 
Accessibility Assessment: 3 
 
Total Acreage = 350 acres 
 
 
Regional Parks 
 
Lyon Oaks Park/Golf Course  
Community: Lyon Township 
Size: 1,401 acres  
Accessibility Assessment: 3 
 
Kensington Metropark 
Communities: Lyon Township/Milford Township/Brighton Township/Green Oak Township 
Size: 4,481 acres  
Accessibility Assessment: 3 
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Island Lake State Recreation Area 
Community: Green Oak Township 
Size: Approx. 4,000 acres  
Accessibility Assessment: 3 
 
Maybury State Park 
Community: Northville Township 
Size: Approx. 1,000 acres  
Accessibility Assessment: 3 
 
Total Acreage = 10,882 acres 
 
 
Linear Parks 
 
Huron Valley Trail 
Communities: City of Wixom, Milford Township, Lyon Township 
Length: Approx. 15 miles 
Accessibility Assessment: 4 
 
 

E. Focus Group Results 
 
Parks and recreation facilities in Lyon Township defy classification into distinct categories.  The diversity of 
land use, with some parts suburban and others rural in character, creates havoc with the conventional 
service radii and numerical standards recommended by the NRPA.  To determine parks and recreation 
needs it is equally, if not more important, to seek input from community leaders who have their fingers on 
the pulse of recreation in the community.  The Township held a focus group on December 3, 2013, to seek 
this input. 
 
Invitations to participate in a focus group on recreation issues in Lyon Township were sent to area parks 
and recreation providers, sports groups leaders, subdivision association leaders, and others involved in 
parks and recreation in the area.  Participants were first asked to prioritize 14 potential projects the Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Board identified.  Participants were asked to grade each project on a five-point 
scale.  The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board previously graded the same projects for the purposes of 
preparing goals, objectives, and action items. 
 
Table 4.3 indicates the rankings of the 14 potential parks and recreation projects by the Focus Group (FG) 
and the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PAB).  There was general agreement on several project 
priorities, including the following:   
 

 Both groups highly ranked continued development of Atchison Park (FG rank: 1, PAB rank: 3). 
 

 Continued trail system development was ranked among the top five priorities by both groups (FG: 
3, PAB: 5). 
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 Widening and repaving the trail in Atchison Park and constructing a trail all the way around the 
park was also ranked among the top five priorities by both groups (FG: 5, PAB: 2). 
 

 Development of an operations plan for parks and recreation programming was more important for 
the PAB, but still both groups ranked this project among the top five (FG: 5, PAB: 1). 
 

 There was mid-level support by both groups for developing a new park in New Hudson, possibly on 
the DTE site (FG: 8, PAB: 9). 
 

 There was general consensus on certain projects that should be low priorities, including: 
 

o Constructing courts for tennis, etc.  This project was ranked 10th by the FG and 13th by the 
PAB. 
 

o Acquiring land for additional recreation use.  This project was ranked 9th by the FG and 14th 
by the PAB. 

 
o Using Township-owned land next to Lake Angela.  This project was ranked 14th by the FG 

and 10th by the PAB. 
 

 The FG and PAB disagreed on certain priorities, including the following: 
 

o Universal access for park facilities was ranked much higher by the FG than by the PAB (FG: 
2, PAB: 8). 
 

o Construction of a community center was ranked much higher by the FG than by the PAB 
(FG: 3, PAB: 10). 

 
o Although acquisition and use of lakes on the east side of the Township received lukewarm 

support by both groups, the FG ranked this project somewhat higher than the PAB (FG: 9, 
PAB: 14). 

 
o Perhaps of greatest significance, the FG ranked development of the Elkow park site much 

lower than the PAB (FG: 12, PAB: 6). 

CONCLUSIONS 

 
Based on the above information, it would seem most appropriate for the Township to concentrate its 
efforts in three areas: continued development of Atchison Park, development of the trail system and 
related appurtenances, and preparation of an operations plan for recreation programming. 
 
On the flip side, it would seem that the Township should not spend time and effort developing courts for 
tennis and similar sports, acquiring land for future recreation use, and developing the Township-owned 
land next to Lake Angela. 
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Pursuit of other projects would be at the Township’s discretion, since they received mid-level support by 
the FG and PAB.  These include: development of Elkow park site, providing universal access in parks, 
construction of a community center, and acquisition of lakes on the east side of the Township. 
 
It should be noted when interpreting the results of this survey that: 1) the Focus Group represented a small 
sample of Township residents, so it may not be representative of all residents of the Township, and 2) the 
Focus Group did not have the same knowledge about parks and recreation resources as the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Group when completing the survey.  For example, it was evident that members of the 
Focus Group were unaware of the severe limitations of developing facilities on the landfill portion of the 
park.  Also, some attendees did not recognize that development of the Elkow park site potentially could 
alleviate some of the parks and recreation deficiencies they identified. 
 

Table 4.3: Potential Parks and Recreation Projects 

POTENTIAL PARKS AND RECREATION PROJECTS 

Project Name 
Focus Group 

Priorities 
Park Advisory Board 

Priorities 

Continued trails system development 3 (tie) 5 

Universal access for park facilities 2 8 

Acquire land for additional recreation use 13 12 

Operations plan for Parks and Recreation 
Programming 

5 (tie) 1 

Continue to develop James F. Atchison Community 
Park 

1 3 

Use Township-owned land at Lake Angela 14 10 (tie) 

Acquire and use lakes on east side of the Township 9 14 

Develop the Elkow Farms park site 12 6 

Develop a new park in New Hudson, possibly on 
the DTE site 

8 9 

Trailside park adjacent to the Huron Valley Trail 7 4 

Trailside park at Martindale Road 11 7 

Widen to 12 ft. and repave the trail through 
Atchison Park; construct trail all the way around 
perimeter of park 

5 (tie) 2 

Construct a community center 3 (tie) 10 (tie) 

Construct courts for tennis, etc. 10 13 

Others: 

 Fence in the playscape to contain children so they don’t run into the street. 

 Add electricity to the pavilions. 

 Put library on DTE site in New Hudson. 

 Pave the parking in the Atchison Park (mentioned by 3 people) 

 Add more fields and restrooms in Atchison Park. 

 Develop Elkow park site for multiple use. 
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 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 
Goals address general needs and establish the basis for setting specific programmed objectives.  Objectives 
are measurable results that the community works toward accomplishing. 
 

1. Goal:  Expand Recreation Opportunities.  Increase recreation opportunities that meet the needs of 
all segments of the population, including persons with disabilities. 

 
a. Objective 1: Continue, and where appropriate expand, special events in the James F. 

Atchison Memorial Park, such as, but not limited to, the Kite Festival, the Winterfest, the 
Circus, and the summer carnival. 

 
b. Objective 2:  Acquire equipment and facilities to keep pace with current design and 

regulatory standards, as well as the recreation needs of the community. 
 

c. Objective 3:  Develop the land that was dedicated for public park use in the Elkow Farms 
Planned Development to meet the current recreation needs of the community.  

 
2. Goal:  Maintain Fiscal Responsibility.  Develop parks and recreation facilities and programs based 

on sound fiscal policy. 
 

a. Objective 1:  Use volunteers where feasible to help maintain and monitor park and 
recreation facilities. 

 
b. Objective 2:  Seek funding from outside sources for capital improvements, such as state and 

federal agencies and foundations.  
 

c. Objective 3:  Consider long-term maintenance costs associated with park acquisitions and 
improvements. 

 
d. Objective 4:  Compare cost projections for maintenance and operations to park revenue 

projections. 
 

3. Goal:  Natural and Aesthetic Qualities of Parks.  Strive to provide parks that complement natural 
features and contribute to the aesthetic quality of the community. 

 
a. Objective 1:  Allocate adequate resources for expert design assistance so that natural 

features are sensitively incorporated into park design. 
 

b. Objective 2:  Thoroughly assess existing site conditions to become knowledgeable of 
important natural features that should be retained. 

 
4. Goal:  Cooperate with Other Recreation Providers.  Promote cooperation with recreation 

providers in the area, in recreation planning and programming. 
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a. Objective 1:  Continue to support and coordinate with the South Lyon Area Recreation 
Authority (SLARA) to provide recreation services locally. 

 
b. Objective 2:  Where appropriate, seek input in the planning and programming of County 

and State-owned park and recreation facilities in the Township. 
 

c. Objective 3:  Avoid duplication of facilities and programs offered in adjacent communities 
and other agencies if such facilities and programs can serve Township residents. 

 
5. Goal: Upgrade Existing Facilities.  Maximize the use of parks and recreation facilities by 

upgrading them so they can accommodate a broad range of activities.   
 

a. Objective:  Upgrade the James F. Atchison Memorial Park so it can accommodate such 
activities as Safety Town, field sports, and a new playground for older children. 

 
6. Goal:  Improve Accessibility.  Improve accessibility to parks, and recreation facilities and 

programs. 
 

a. Objective 1:  Develop a network of trails throughout the community to provide access to 
recreation facilities and other points of interest in the Township and surrounding 
communities. 

 
b. Objective 2:  Design parks and playgrounds to comply with the requirements of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the principles of universal access. 
 

c. Objective 3:  Encourage the Road Commission to construct five foot paved shoulders to 
accommodate bicyclists in conjunction with road paving projects, consistent with Complete 
Streets legislation. 

 
d. Objective 4:  Maintain and, where necessary, restore the Huron Valley Trail, working with 

the Western Oakland County Trailway Management Council.  The Western Oakland County 
Trailway Management Council is the legal multijurisdictional entity established to oversee 
the maintenance and operation of the Huron Valley Trail.  The Council is composed of 
representatives from Lyon Township, Milford Township, City of South Lyon, and Huron-
Clinton Metropolitan Authority. 

 
7. Goal:  Continue the Planning Process.  Maintain the ongoing parks and recreation planning 

process. 
 

a. Objective 1:  Review and update the Parks and Recreation Master Plan every five years, not 
only to maintain eligibility for grants, but to have a guidebook for parks and recreation 
improvement efforts. 

 
b. Objective 2:  Implement plans that contain a park component, such as the Lyon Center 

Plan, which calls for a small park in downtown New Hudson. 
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8. Goal:  Promotion.  Promote activities and special events sponsored by Lyon Township and other 
recreation organizations in the area. 

 
a. Objective:  Make use of the Township’s website, news releases, flyers, and publications to 

make people mindful of Township activities. 
 

9. Goal:  Operations Plan.  Develop a plan to guide the maintenance and replacement operations of 
parks and recreation facilities. 

 
a. Objective 1:  Develop a five year operations plan that includes year-to-year development 

goals, a maintenance program, and an annual budget.  
 

b. Objective 2:  Prepare a budget that addresses day-to-day operations, capital 
improvements, and maintenance. 

 
10. Goal:  Develop a Community Center.  Develop a community center to serve residents in the South 

Lyon Community School District.   
 

a. Objective 1:  Complete feasibility studies. 
 

b. Objective 2:  Explore funding options, including a millage. 
 

c. Objective 3:  Identify and acquire a site that is convenient for a majority of people within 
the service area. 

 
11. Goal: Provide Additional Outdoor Sports Facilities.  Accommodate the community’s need for 

outdoor active recreation facilities. 
 

a. Objective 1:  Identify, acquire, and develop land for additional sports fields (little league, 
football, lacrosse, etc.). 

 
b. Objective 2:  Maintain existing sports fields in playable condition. 

 
12. Goal: Make use of the Township-Owned Property at Lake Angela.   

 
a. Objective:  Develop a passive neighborhood-type park with recreation facilities for tots and 

young children.   
 

13. Goal:  Use of Lakes on the East Side of the Township.  Acquire lakefront land—which was created 
by gravel mining—for use as a lakefront park. 

 
a. Objective 1:  Negotiate with the owner to acquire a segment of lakefront land that is most 

suitable for park use. 
 

b. Objective 2:  Draft plans and a timetable for converting the land into a park. 
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 ACTION PLAN 

 
Table 6.1 provides a summary of the projects and programs that constitute the Township’s Parks and 
Recreation Action Plan.  The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board has assigned priorities to each of the 
projects based on a 5-point scale, with 1 being the highest.  Interestingly, the top priority is to develop a 
multi-year operations plan for programming use of park and recreation facilities.  This project could be 
expanded to include a physical plan for development of the James F. Atchison Memorial Park. 
 
Please note that the cost presented in the Action Plan are approximate.  Cost of individual improvements 
can vary by a considerable amount, based on a number of factors, such as: 
 

 The  types and design of facilities selected by the Township.  For example, a new play structure is 
desired for the parks.  These structures are available in a variety of sizes and materials, both of 
which affect cost. 

 

 Conditions found on site at the time of engineering design and development.  For example, the cost 
to develop land for field sports will be affected by the character of the soils, drainage, the amount 
of grading required, and so forth. 

 
Table 6.1: Parks and Recreation Action Plan 

 

 

Project Name Description Body Responsible Priority (1 

through 5; 1 

is the highest 

priority) 

Possible Funding 

Source(s)* 

1 Continued trail 

system development 

Expand on existing 

trail system so more 

people can reach 

destinations in the 

Township and 

surrounding 

communities. 

Lyon Township 

alone or in 

cooperation with 

surrounding 

communities; 

private sector in 

conjunction with 

new development. 

2.2 Transportation 

Enhancement 

Grants, MNRTF 

grants, local 

match by Lyon 

Township 

2 Universal access for 

park facilities 

Access park facilities 

and make 

improvements to 

make them 

universally 

accessible. 

Lyon Township.  

Probably will require 

an expert in this 

discipline. 

2.875 Lyon Township, 

perhaps with a 

MNRTF grant if 

combined with 

another larger 

project; possibly 

with CDBG funds. 

3 Acquire land for 

additional recreation 

use 

Focus groups 

revealed the need for 

more sports fields, 

which are land 

intensive.  Existing 

recreation land will 

not meet the needs of 

the growing 

population. 

 

Lyon Township, 

although joint 

venture with 

surrounding 

community should 

not be ruled out. 

3.6 MNRTF grant, 

local match by 

Lyon Township 
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Project Name Description Body Responsible Priority (1 

through 5; 1 

is the highest 

priority) 

Possible Funding 

Source(s)* 

4 Operations Plan for 

Parks and Recreation 

Programming 

Develop a multiyear 

plan for programming 

use of park and 

recreation facilities. 

Lyon Township in 

conjunction with 

South Lyon Area 

Recreation Council 

1.4 Lyon Township 

(should be 

minimal cost) 

5 Continue to Develop 

James F. Atchison 

Community Park 

Additional 

improvements, such 

as a new play 

structure, are 

needed, which should 

be built off the landfill 

proper. 

Lyon Township 1.825 MNRTF grant with 

local match by 

Lyon Township 

(depends on 

restoring funding 

eligibility for the 

park) 

6 Use Township-Owned 

Land at Lake Angela 

Land exists for a 

small picnic area 

adjacent to the 

library. 

Lyon Township 3.25 Lyon Township 

7 Acquire and Use 

Lakes on the East 

Side of Township 

Acquire Lakefront 

property from Lyon 

Sand and Gravel for 

family-friendly park. 

Lyon Township and 

Lyon Sand & Gravel 

4.6 MNRTF grant with 

local match by 

Lyon Township.  

Trust Fund criteria 

has favored 

water-oriented 

projects in the 

past. 

8 Develop the Elkow 

Farms Park Site 

The Parks and 

Recreation Board 

must decide the 

function this park 

should serve.  Should 

it be an active park, 

with ball fields and 

lacrosse fields? Or, 

should it be a passive 

park, with picnic 

facilities and 

playgrounds? Or, 

should it be a 

combination of both? 

The players involved 

in this project will 

depend on the 

park’s function.  If it 

is an active park, 

then organizations 

involved in 

sponsoring sports 

should be involved.  

If it is a passive 

park, then Lyon 

Township would be 

chiefly responsible. 

2.42 MNRTF grant with 

local match be 

Lyon Township 

and local sports 

organizations. 

9 Development a new 

park in New Hudson 

Develop a small 

urban park in New 

Hudson as proposed 

in the plan.  Possible 

Uses: a water feature, 

amphitheater, and 

playground. 

Downtown 

Development 

Authority and Lyon 

Township 

3.22 Downtown 

Development 

Authority 

10 Trailside Park 

Adjacent to the Huron 

Valley Trail 

The Township made a 

commitment to the 

MDNR to construct a 

trailside park that 

would consist of 

restroom facilities 

and benches.  There 

are couple of 

Lyon Township 2.14 Lyon Township 

and the 

Downtown 

Development 

Authority 
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Project Name Description Body Responsible Priority (1 

through 5; 1 

is the highest 

priority) 

Possible Funding 

Source(s)* 

locations where such 

a park could be built, 

both in the south part 

of New Hudson.   

11 Trailside Park at 

Martindale Road 

The Township 

acquired a small 

triangular parcel of 

land adjacent to the 

Huron Valley Trail on 

Martindale Road.  

Because of its small 

size and location, it is 

best suited for 

trailside seating. 

Lyon Township 2.5 Lyon Township, 

perhaps with 

contributions from 

trail users 

12 Widen to 12 feet and 

repave the trail 

through James F. 

Atchison Park; 

construct a trail/track 

all the way around 

the perimeter of the 

park. 

The portion of Huron 

Valley Trail that runs 

through the park is in 

poor condition and 

needs to be repaved.  

The rest of the trail is 

12 feet in width. 

Lyon Township and 

the Downtown 

Development 

Authority 

1.75 Lyon Township 

and the 

Downtown 

Development 

Authority 

13 Construct a 

Community Center 

Details are too be 

determined, but 

preliminary work has 

focused on a 

swimming pool, court 

facilities, meeting 

rooms, etc. 

Lyon Township, 

Green Oak 

Township, and City 

of South Lyon 

3.25 Millage in Lyon 

Township, Green 

Oak Township, 

and City of South 

Lyon 

14 Construct courts for 

tennis, etc. – location 

to be determined 

Competition format 

calls for four tennis 

courts together. 

Lyon Township 4.33 Depends on 

location – if 

located in the 

James F. Atchison 

Park the DDA may 

be able to 

participate. 

 
Notes: 

1. MNRTF = Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 

2. As a practical matter, the MNRTF would never fund all the projects for which it is listed as a possible funding source.  One of the 

reasons projects are prioritized is to help decision makers identify the projects that ought to be pursued, given the limited funding. 

3. Priorities are based on the Lyon Township Parks and Recreation Advisory Board’s input. 

* Solicitation of private funding should not be ruled out for any of the projects listed. 
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Post-Completion Self – Certification Reports  

 

Township Board Resolution of Adoption 

 

Minutes of the Township Board Meeting at which Plan was Adopted 

 

Public Meeting Notice 

 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Resolution of Adoption 

 

Minutes of Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Recommending Adoption of Plan 

 

Transmittal Letter to Oakland County Planning and Economic Development 
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