INTRODUCTION

The land use decisions that Lyon Township makes over the next several years will have a
fundamental impact on the character and quality of life in the Township. The Township is
located at the leading edge of development in southeast Michigan. Several properties have
changed ownership in recent years as developers position themselves to address the needs
generated by expanding urbanization.

Residents of the Township have long been concerned about maintaining the quality of
residential life. A survey in 1990 revealed that many residents believe “quality of life” is closely
related to quality of the natural environment and preservation of rural features. This plan is
intended to protect and preserve those qualities on which residents place such great value,
while recognizing that growth will create needs that must be addressed.

Legal Basis for the Master Plan

The Michigan Planning Enabling Act (P. A. 33 of 2008) expressly authorizes cities, villages, and
townships to engage in planning and zoning. The Act states that the general purpose of a
master plan is to guide and accomplish development that satisfies all of the following criteria:

(a) Is coordinated, adjusted, harmonious, efficient, and economical.

(b) Considers the character of the planning jurisdiction and its suitability for
particular uses, judged in terms of such factors as trends in land and population
development.

(c) Will, in accordance with present and future needs, best promote public health,
safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare.

(d) Includes, among other things, promotion of or adequate provision for 1 or more
of the following:

(i) A system of transportation to lessen congestion on streets.

(ii) Safety from fire and other dangers.

(iii) Light and air.

(iv) Healthful and convenient distribution of population.

(v) Good civic design and arrangement and wise and efficient expenditure of
public funds.
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