COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Introduction

The desirability of a community is related in part to the level and quality of public services
offered, including education, parks and recreation, administrative services, police and fire
services, and public utilities. This chapter of the plan addresses major public service and facility
needs except for parks and recreation, which are discussed in a separate chapter. The purpose
of this analysis is to identify public service needs that have an impact on land use.

Responsibility for providing public services to residents of the Township is shared by several
public entities, including the Township, various Oakland County departments, various state
offices, the South Lyon Community School District, and other agencies.

Over the years, the public service base in the Township has expanded in response to continued
growth and the transition from a rural, self-sufficient community to a more suburban
community. Municipal water and sanitary sewer systems have been created. Changes in the
size and composition of the population have generated more and diverse needs. Future growth
and residents’ desires for improved quality of life are likely to create additional future public
facility needs.

Key determinants of future need for public services are total population, number of
households, public policy, changing Federal or state laws or regulations, and declining quality or
availability of existing resources (such as water quality and sanitary sewer capacity). The public
service base expands in part to the relationship to the growth in population. Under current
zoning, it is estimated that the population could reach 20,162 by 2035 according to SEMCOG
estimates. The number of households is projected to increase to 7,801 by 2035.

There is not a one-to-one relationship between population and household growth and
expansion of public services, however. Growth of the public service base is also affected by
public policy.

The declining quality or availability of existing resources can affect the public service base, as
observed in New Hudson, where contamination of groundwater resulted in the construction of
a public water system. Local units of government frequently are being forced to expand
services because of new standards or mandates from the state.
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