Recreation Plan

As Table 9-3 illustrates, Lyon Township exceeds national park standards for most of the park
categories. The proximity of recreation facilities is cited by many residents as one of the most
attractive features of the community.

The one category in which the Township does not meet national standards is the provision of
mini-parks. Although there are no municipal mini-parks, park and open space areas within
residential developments, as well as school playgrounds, provide the same function as mini-
parks. Proposed residential developments that do not have ready access to existing parks and
recreation facilities should be encouraged to create their own park areas.

Tables 9-3 and 9-4 evaluate how the Township meets the need for specific recreation facilities.
In most instances, the Township exceeds the recommended number of facilities for a
community of its size.

With such an abundance of recreation facilities, one of the critical challenges for the Township
will be the continual maintenance and upgrading of existing facilities.

The difficulties of this challenge can be mitigated by developing an Operations Plan for Parks
and Recreation, which should include development goals, a maintenance program and annual
budget. It should also contain periodic inventory of recreational equipment with an evaluation
of the condition and need for replacement of the equipment.

Although the Township exceeds the recommended area standards for parkland, the
distribution of the parks presents a problem of accessibility (see Map 17). It would be
desirable to provide pathways for non-motorized travel between parks and residential areas to
improve accessibility and to give residents another way to enjoy the Township’s natural
features.

Goals and Objectives

The following goals and objectives have been developed as a result of thorough analysis of the
Township's physical and population characteristics and evaluation of existing recreation
facilities, including municipal, school, and privately owned facilities. For the purposes of this
analysis, the City of South Lyon and Lyon Township were considered as a single recreation
service area, so facilities in the City were also inventoried and evaluated.
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Table 9-3
RECREATION FACILITIES EVALUATION
Type of Facility Standard* Total Current Current Projecte Projected
Existing Need® Surplus/ d Build- Surplus/
Public (Deficiency) Out (Deficiency
Facilities® Need® )
Basketball Courts™® 1/5,000 10 3 7 4 6
Tennis Courts 1/2,000 15 7 11 10 8
Volleyball Courts 1/5,000 3 3 0 4 (1)
Ball Fields 1/5,000 27 3 24 4 23
Softball 1/5,000 13 3 10 4 9
Football Fields 1/20,000 4 1 3 1 3
Soccer Fields 1/10,000 25 1 24 2 23
Golf Courses” - 9 hole 1/25,000 1 (1) 1 (1)
-18 hole 1/50,000 6 <1 5 <1 5
Driving Range 1/50,000 1 <1 0 <1 0
Swimming Pool - Indoor 1/20,000 2 1 1 1 1
- Outdoor | 1/40,000 0 <1 (1) 1 (1)

Handball Courts 1/20,000 0 1 (1) 1 (1)
Ice Rinks - Indoor 1/50,000 0 <1 (1) <1 (1)

- Outdoor 1/20,000 0 1 (1) 1 (1)
Archery Range 1/50,000 0 <1 (1) <1 (1)
Running Track (1/4 mile) 1/20,000 4 1 3 1 1
Playgrounds 1/3,000 9 5 4 7 2
Field Hockey 1/20,000 0 1 (1) 1 (1)
Disc Golf None 0 a a a a

Published
Picnic Areas None 4 a a a a
Published

Cross-County Ski Trails 1/10,000 a a a a a
(miles)
Nature Trails (miles) 1/20,000 a a a
Sledding Hills 1/40,000 1 a a
Footnotes: Number of facilities per population (National Recreation and Park Association).
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Not determined

Based on 2009 SEMCOG Population estimate (13,907)
Two backboards were considered to be equal to 1 court for this analysis.
Includes public and private courses.
Rounded to the nearest whole number.

Not regulation courts - located at elementary schools.
May be satisfied by regional facility.
SEMCOG 2035 Forecast: 20,162
Does not include ITC Community Sports Park Facilities
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Table 9-4
PARK ACREAGE EVALUATION
Type of Recommended Existing Acreage Projected Surplus Surplus
Recreation Minimum Acreage’ Need for Acreage (Deficiency) (Deficiency)
Facility Acreage per Existing Need for Based on Based on
1,000 Residents’ Population® 2035 Existing Projected
Population® | Population Build-Out
Population
Mini-Parks® 0.25 0 3.4 5.0 (3.4) (5.0)
Neighborhood 1.0 15 13.9 20.2 1.1 (5.2)°
Parks
Community 5.0 170 69.5 100.8 100.5 69.5
Parks
Regional Parks 5.0 9,361° 69.5 100.8 Not Not
Applicable’” | Applicable’
Special Use Variable 448° Not Not Not Not
Facilities Applicable Applicable Applicable Applicable
Linear Park Variable 13 miles Not Not Not Not
Applicable Applicable Applicable Applicable
Footnotes:
1 Based on National Recreation and Parks Association recommendations.
2 Includes all existing public acreage in Lyon Township and City of South Lyon, excluding school acreage.
3 Based on SEMCOG Estimate (2009): 13,907.
4 SEMCOG 2035 Forecast: 20,162
5 Includes acreage for Island Lake State Recreation Area (4,000 acres); Kensington Metropark (4,337 acres); and Lyon Oaks County Park (1,024

acres).

6 The need for mini-parks is addressed partially by subdivision common areas, apartment and condominium recreation areas, and school
recreation facilities.
7 It would be misleading to assess the adequacy of regional park resources based on recommended acreage for Lyon Township's population, since

the regional resource must serve a much broader segment of the metropolitan area.

8 Includes Witch's Hat Depot State Historic Site (3 acres); Cattails Golf Course (180 acres); Pebble Creek Golf Course (95 acres); Tanglewood Golf
Community (150 acres); Walnut Creek Country Club (240 acres); Coyote Golf Course (170 acres); and Mulligan’s Driving Range (20 acres).

9 Neighborhood park deficiency will be addressed when Elkow Farms park is developed.

Needs were assessed based on the following measures:
e Comparison of existing park acreage with accepted state and national standards.
e Analysis of the geographic distribution of recreation facilities within the Township.
e Comparison of existing facilities with accepted state and national standards.

e The opinions and observations of residents and community leaders, the Planning
Commission and Township planners.
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Goals should be broad and address general needs and establish the basis for setting specific
programmed objectives. Objectives are measurable results that the community works toward

accomplishing.

LONG-RANGE GOALS

10.

Expand Recreation Opportunities. Increase recreation opportunities,
particularly outdoor park facilities, that meet the needs of all segments of the
population including persons with disabilities.

Address Residents’ Preferences. Provide parks and recreation facilities and
programs based on the preferences of residents in the community.

Maintain Fiscal Responsibility. Develop parks and recreation facilities and
programs based on a sound fiscal policy. Consider the use of volunteers, state
and federal funding programs, and other funding sources.

Natural and Aesthetic Qualities of Parks. Provide parks and recreation facilities
that not only satisfy recreation needs, but also complement the topography and
natural terrain and contribute to the aesthetic quality of the community.

Cooperation with the South Lyon Area Recreation Authority. Promote
cooperation with the South Lyon Area Recreation Authority in recreation
planning and programming.

Cooperation with County and State Park Agencies. Continue cooperation in the
planning and programming of County- and State-owned park and recreation
facilities.

Avoid Duplication of Services. Township parks and recreation planning should
avoid duplication of facilities and programs offered by adjacent municipalities
and other agencies, except where additional facilities and programs are needed
to serve Township residents.

Consider Maintenance Needs. Consider the cost of maintenance and operations
in designing new recreation facilities. Projections of cost should be compared to
future revenue projections for the life of the facility.

Upgrade Existing Facilities. Maximize the use of parks and recreation facilities by
upgrading existing facilities to make them safer and more accessible.

Improve Accessibility. Improve accessibility to parks, recreation facilities and
programs by residents of the community.
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11. Continue the Planning Process. Maintain the ongoing parks and recreation
planning process. The Parks and Recreation Master Plan should be reviewed
and updated every five years.

12. Promotion. Promote activities and special events sponsored by Lyon Township
and other recreation organizations in the area.

13. Plan for Parkland Acquisition. Engage in a planning process to identify
appropriate areas in the Township for future parks. Develop realistic,
dependable financing mechanisms ranging from purchase to planned
development to partnerships with other agencies.

OBJECTIVES
1. Improve Accessibility to All Parks

Maximum utilization of the parks depends on adequate accessibility. Although the
Township has sufficient acreage allocated to parks based on accepted standards, all of
the existing parks are located north of Grand River Avenue or in South Lyon. The
following improvements are recommended.

a. A priority should be the continuous development of the trail system. The Huron
Valley Trail, in combination with the City's trail system, provides Township residents
with access to recreation facilities and other points of interest in several counties.
This trail was developed by a consortium of four entities: Lyon Township, South
Lyon, Milford Township, and the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority.

b. Development of a complete bicycle path system should be pursued to provide
residents with safe access to Lyon Township Community Park, Lyon Oaks County
Park, Kensington Metropark, Island Lake Recreation Area, and schools. This effort
should be coordinated with the West Oakland County Road and Bike Path
Development Committee to achieve linkages to the regional bike path network.
Also, the Road Commission should be encouraged to construct five-foot paved
shoulders to accommodate bicyclists in conjunction with all road improvement
programs, consistent with the Complete Streets legislation.

c. All parks and playgrounds should comply with the requirements of the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA). In addition, all public programs, services and activities
should be readily accessible to and usable by people with disabilities. A survey of
existing facilities should be conducted to see how accessible they are and then a
transition plan should be developed, which lists physical barriers and establishes a
time line for removing them.
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2. Preserve Rural Open Space

Preservation of rural open space is one of the key goals of the Township identified in
the Master Plan. This goal can be accomplished in conjunction with the plan to address
parks and recreation deficiencies. The following measures are recommended:

a. Promote rural open space preservation through residential development review.
Amendments to the subdivision regulations have been adopted to accomplish this
purpose and to provide for proper maintenance of such open space.

b. Seek funding for the acquisition of open space. Options include grants, land trusts,
and millage-backed land acquisition funds.

3. Develop Partnerships

Partnerships should be explored to maximize funding opportunities and capital
resources. The following options should be explored:

a. Develop a Township-wide recreation program in partnership with the South Lyon
Area Recreation Authority.

b. Recreation programming could be expanded in the future by forming public-private
partnerships, such as with the golf courses and planned developments.

c. Organize a task force consisting of subdivision association leaders to explore ways of
improving recreation facilities or common areas within subdivisions.

d. Explore partnerships with surrounding municipalities to make efficient use of parks
and recreation resources.

4. Improve the Operations Plan for the Parks and Recreation Program

A five-year operations plan that was in the previous parks and recreation master plan
ought to be updated. The operations program included year-to-year development
goals, a maintenance program, and an annual budget. The budget addressed day-to-day
operations, capital improvements, and maintenance. New funding mechanisms must be
sought to continue free use by township residents.

5. Continue to Develop the James F. Atchison Memorial Park
Development of the Lyon Township Community Park should be viewed as a continuing

development project, rather than as a short-term effort that will cease in another 2 to 4
years. Replacement, repair and rejuvenation are required to keep pace with current
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design and regulatory standards, and to keep pace with the recreation needs of the
community.

Equally important, future planning must look at the park as the center of community
activity in Lyon Township. Facilities and activities, such as the kite festival, are needed
that establish or reinforce the Township's identity and give residents a sense of pride to
be a part of the community. A volunteer program should be established to give
residents an opportunity to help plan, develop, and maintain the park; volunteer
activities give residents a sense of ownership, which is an important part of park
security.

6. Use of the Township-Owned Property at Lake Angela

Land adjacent to the Lyon Township Library and Community Center fronting on Lake
Angela should be made available for use by all residents of the Township. A passive
neighborhood-type park with recreation facilities for tots could be developed on the
site, providing families with a place to picnic and enjoy the view over the water. A park
of this nature would enhance the library and community center setting, benefitting
patrons and employees.

Many communities have found that intergenerational leisure programs are successful,
particularly when they involve young children and the elderly. An opportunity exists to
develop such a program at the Lake Angela site because the adjacent apartments house
many retired residents.

7. Use of Lakes on the East Side of Township

For decades, the Township has supported businesses that mined gravel on the east side
of the Township. Farmlands have been replaced by lakes, which have been reclaimed.
As the gravel mining ceases, the opportunity exists to make use of at least a portion of
the land for a lakefront community park to serve the existing and future residents on
the east side of the Township. This goal should be placed on the table in future
negotiations with the gravel mining company regarding their special use permit.

8. Develop the Elkow Farms Park Site
Community support should be solicited for development of the active use portion of

the Elkow Farms Park Site. Although plans have not been prepared, the active use
portion could accommodate ball fields, a playground, and picnic facilities.
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