Transportation Analysis

= Aring road around New Hudson has been planned and portions constructed. This
roadway plays a pivotal role in the overall Township economic development strategy by
opening land for development and providing an alternate route around the 5-points
intersection at Grand River, Pontiac Trail, and Milford Road.

= Several roads have been paved by developers of adjacent properties at no cost to the
Township. These roads include Nine Mile Road, between Chubb Road and Napier Road;
Martindale Road, south of Grand River Avenue, and Eleven Mile Road, between
Martindale Road and Milford Road.

Existing Road System

Public roads in Lyon Township are under the jurisdiction of two agencies, the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT) and the Road Commission for Oakland County (RCOC).
MDOT has jurisdiction over Interstate 96 (1-96). All other public roads are under the jurisdiction
of the RCOC.

Between 2004 and December 31, 2008 (the most recent data available), approximately 13 miles
of new roads were developed in the Township - from 96 miles to 109 miles of roads. Of the
current 109 miles of roads, 96 miles are paved.1

The existing road system can be described as an irregular grid network of roads that are located
on section and quarter section lines. The exceptions to this pattern are Grand River Avenue
and the portion of Pontiac Trail that runs diagonally through the northern part of the Township.

The north-south routes provide access to and from [-96 for the many daily commuters. Pontiac
Trail, Milford Road, and Napier Road are the primary north-south routes. Pontiac Trail is the
only continuous north-south route in the Township.

There are four continuous east-west routes in the Township. Besides 1-96, Grand River
Avenue, Ten Mile Road, and Eight Mile Road are paved roads that provide uninterrupted access
across the Township; Nine Mile Road provides access across the Township, although it is
unpaved between Griswold Road and Chubb Road.

Many of the unpaved roads in the Township are in fair to poor physical condition. Many roads
are narrow, with soft or no shoulders. Funding for maintenance and upgrading has not kept
pace with the increased wear caused by development. This lack of funding and maintenance of
roads are directly related to one another. Roads will continue to deteriorate until such time as
funding for their repair and maintenance becomes available.

'RcoC figures, gathered April 1, 2010, exclude 1-96 or private road mileage information.
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Transportation Analysis

With development of the Township, the road system that was originally designed to serve an
agricultural community now must serve a different function, providing access to developing
commercial areas and residential subdivisions. As development trends shifted toward non-
agricultural uses, so too did the primary function of the Township’s road network.

Traffic Volumes

Traffic counts, or volumes, are an important measure to use in analyzing transportation trends
(see Table 7-1 and Map 10). The Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (“SEMCOG”)
compiles transportation data, and is the source of data found within this chapter unless
otherwise noted.? The highest traffic volumes were recorded on Pontiac Trail in South Lyon and
on the roads providing access to it. Over 21,000 trips per day were recorded in 2008 on Pontiac
Trail south of Ten Mile (a decline of roughly 18% since 2004). Milford Road north of 1-96 carried
almost 29,000 vehicles per day in 2008 (a decline of roughly 6% since 2004). Pontiac Trail
carries through traffic between Ann Arbor and Pontiac, and serves as the primary commuter
route providing access to 1-96.

Ten Mile Road serves as the primary east-west thoroughfare serving South Lyon and the south
part of the Township. The highest volumes on Ten Mile Road are recorded in the segments
closest to Milford Road. These segments (east of Milford and west of Chubb and east of
Griswold) increased over 5% since 2004. Ten Mile and Milford Roads are used as an alternate
route to 1-96.

Milford Road continues to be one of the most travelled roads in the Township, with between
8,688 and 10,167 vehicles per day in the segment between Ten Mile Road and Grand River
Avenue. The largest increase in traffic volumes along Milford Road since 2004 was north of
Grand River, with over a 108% increase in volume. As noted above, a substantial amount of the
traffic can be attributed to traffic seeking access to I-96 and the commercial developments
located in the area of [-96 and Pontiac Trail. While overall traffic volumes along the entire
stretch of Milford Road increased since 2004, several segments experienced decreases in traffic
volume. These segments include: north of Travis to Grand River; and 1-96 to Pontiac Trail.
These decreases in traffic volumes may be a result of the decrease in residential development
activity in the Township.

Grand River Avenue’s highest traffic volumes, between 11,600 and 13,300 vehicles per day,
occur east of Milford Road. The traffic on Grand River Avenue is attributed to commercial and
industrial development on Grand River Avenue and in New Hudson. Grand River Avenue also
carries the spillover from 1-96 when the interstate is congested. This is illustrated by the
increase in volumes east of Milford Road and west of Old Plank. Grand River Avenue as a whole
has seen a decrease in overall traffic volume of 2.59% since 2004. The reduced volumes have
been experienced in those road segments west of Milford Road and east of Old Plank.

% Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, accessed online at http://www.semcog.org/Data/bycommunity.cfm
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