RECREATION PLAN

Existing Facilities

There are several major parks and recreation facilities close to Lyon Township (i.e., within a 10-
mile radius) including four State parks, two Metroparks, and two County parks. Other regional
public recreation facilities include the Rock Financial Showplace, Novi Civic Center, Camp
Dearborn, and Proud Lake State Recreation Area. Twelve Oaks Mall and the Twelve Mile
Crossing are popular shopping and leisure destinations (see Map 16, Map 17, and tables at end
of chapter).

Many of the parks and recreation facilities within the Township are concentrated in the
northern section (Map 17). The extreme northwest corner of the Township contains a part of
the Island Lake State Recreation Area and Kensington Metropark. The premier municipal
recreation facility, the James F. Atchison Memorial Park, is located in the north central part of
the Township.

As Map 17 illustrates, the western half of the Township is adequately served by public parks
and recreation facilities, whereas the eastern half lacks significant public recreation facilities.
Lyon Oaks County Park occupies 1,024 acres at the northeast corner of the Township. The park
has an 18-hole golf course, picnic shelters and recreation fields.

Residents in the southwest quadrant of the Township are served by the parks in the City of
South Lyon, particularly McHattie Park and school playgrounds located within and around the
City.

Private golf courses and driving ranges comprise many of the recreation facilities on the east
and south sides of the Township, as this area has become a regional center for golf. Other
recreational opportunities on the east and south sides of the Township are offered by the
various schools. In addition, residents in the southeast part of the Township have access to the
ITE Community Sports Park at Napier and Eight Mile Roads in Novi. This park has play
structures, soccer fields, baseball fields, as well as tennis and basketball courts. A
comprehensive list of recreational opportunities found within the Township is provided in
Tables 9-1 and 9-2.
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The Huron Valley Trail bike and pedestrian path (Lakelands Trail State Park), runs from the
South Lyon boundary to the northern boundary of the Township, following the path of the
former Grand Trunk Western Railroad. The Huron Valley Trail offers the opportunity to
connect the more densely populated area of the Township and the City of South Lyon with
recreational facilities to the north.

Evaluation and Analysis

For planning and management purposes, recreation professionals classify park and recreation
facilities based on the type of facility and expected usage. Frequently, a six-tier classification
system is used, as follows:

l. Mini-Parks

Recreation Standards. Mini-parks are small, specialized parks, usually less than an acre in size,
that serve the needs of residents in the surrounding neighborhood. A mini-park may serve a
limited population or specific group such as tots or senior citizens.

Characteristics of Lyon Township. There are no public mini-parks in Lyon Township at this
time. However, the need for mini-parks is addressed partially by subdivision, condominium,
and apartment, common areas, and some elementary school facilities.

Comments/Recommendations. Specific areas should be designated within community parks
and school facilities to address the needs of specialized groups such as tots and seniors. A
playground for tots is located in the James F. Atchison Memorial Park. A senior center is
currently located at the South Lyon High School, and meeting facilities for seniors are located in
the same building as the Township Library.

Il. Neighborhood Parks

Recreation Standards. Neighborhood parks are typically multi-purpose facilities that provide
areas for intensive recreational activities, such as field games, court games, crafts, playgrounds,
skating, picnicing, etc. Neighborhood parks are generally 15 acres or more in size and serve a
population up to 5,000 residents located within a quarter- to half-mile radius from the
neighborhood they serve.

Characteristics of Lyon Township. McHattie Park, located in the City of South Lyon, is
classified as a neighborhood park. In addition, schools (Dolsen, Sayre, Bartlett, Kent Lake,
Brummer, Salem and Hardy Elementary Schools, Millennium and Centennial Middle Schools)
provide many recreation opportunities normally found in neighborhood parks.

An opportunity exists to develop a neighborhood park in the center of the Township, on land
acquired by the Township upon approval of the Elkow Farms Planned Development. The
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