
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

December 23, 2013 

 

Meeting called to order by Mr. Scott Gerlach, Chairman at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Roll Call: Scott Gerlach, Chairman 

  Paul Peters, Vice Chairman 

  Jennie Urtel, Secretary  

  John Bell – unexcused absence 

  Jason Bibby – excused absence 

Dean Whitcomb  

  John Hicks 

  Carl Towne – excused absence 

  Nancy Kessler – unexcused absence 

  Chris Doozan, McKenna representative 

 

Approval of November 23, 2013  

 Voice vote: Ayes Unanimous 

   Nays  None 

 

Approval of Agenda:   

 Add to this agenda “skate park” 
 Table officer elections to January meeting 

 Voice vote to approve agenda as amended: 

   Ayes Unanimous 

   Nays  None 

 

Announcements and Communications: 

 Paul Peters announced that the Spark Plugs Car Show will be June 21, 2014 

 

Call to Public: 

 None 

 

 

 



Reports:  

8a. SLARA update: 

 Amy not in attendance 
 

8b. Community Center: 

 Neumann Smith presented an updated concept plan based on the Committee’s comments 
from the original concept plan. 

 The Committee will present to the Salem Township Board of Trustees the goals and status 
of the S.L.A.R.A. Community Center 

 Discussing possible locations for the Community Center 
 

8c. Summerfest 

 John Hicks mentioned the possibility of combining Summerfest and Kite Fest.  John Bell 
will discuss further at the January meeting. 

 

8e. Kelly Miller Circus 

 None 

 

8f Liaison Reports 

  8fi. DDA – No report 

8fii. Planning Commission – Residential development continues.  Stoneleigh moving 
forward with additional phases (approx 52 homes).  Corner of Pontiac Trail and Silver 
Lake, rezone 62 acres for residential development.  Large development on Milford Rd 
south of the bike path (approx 287 single family and 200 attached units).  Northwest 
corner of 10 Mile and Napier (approx 95 single family) 

8fiii. Board of Trustee’s – Township budget has been approved including submitted PAB 
budget 

 8g. Lyon Township items from Rose Case 

 None 

 

8h. PAB Subcommittee Report 

     8hi.   Sports Subcommittee 

o January to start discussions with S.L. Junior League for 2014 contract 

 

8hii. Field/Pavilion Fee Structure Committee 

o No new updates 

 

8hiii Park Rules Ordinances / Sign Committee (John Bell, Jason Bibby, and Dean 
Whitcomb) 

o No new updates 



 

     8hiv Movies in the Park Subcommittee 
o Investigating replacing broken speaker 
o Projector still missing.   

 

New Business: 

Item 9a – Tabled until January meeting 

 

Item 9b – Skate Park 

 Friends of Milford Skate Park was trying to build a skate park in Milford, the proposal was 
taken to a vote for millage approval and was not approved.  Would the PAB be interested in 
having the Friends of Milford Skate Park present in January?  Atchison Park may be a good 
place for a skate park.  John Hicks to see if they would be able to attend the January 
meeting. 

Miscellaneous item – Has anyone looked into naming rights for pavilions in Atchison park?  
Banners? Pavilion signage? 

 

Miscellaneous item – Paul Peters has contact information to be forwarded to Hometown 
Bicycle.  Paul will send to Jennie to forward to Hometown Bicycle.  Paul stated that Operation 
Injured Soldiers has scheduled their event on July 12, 2014, which is one of the dates that 
Hometown Bicycle has requested for one of their Hero rides.  Paul thought it would not be a 
conflict as they use different parts of the park as well as a good tie in since they will be in the 
park together. 

 

Old Business: 

 Item 10a. – Budget discussion 

 PAB budget has been approved by the Board of Trustees. 
 Can the PAB get estimates for the bike path paving and road paving from the Township? 
 PAB should get an estimate for the cost of the next phase of the playground expansion. 
 These items should be on agenda for February meeting 

 

Item 10b – Discuss park Master Plan 

 Chris Doozan explained the results from the Focus Group meeting.  Chris passed out their 
rankings. 

 Some items were in line with the PAB rankings as some differed significantly, refer to 
handout. 

 The Master Plan needs to be submitted to the State to be eligible for future Grant funding. 
 Chris will be putting together a plan for the PAB to look at the January meeting.  Once the 

PAB approves the plan the Board of Trustees will provide final approval for submission. 
 Lyon Township has, in the past, received Grants totaling approximately $1,000,000.00. 

Submitting and becoming eligible could provide some financial support for the projects  
 Previous plans were not sufficient in the DNR criteria.  The DNR felt the Township parks 

were deteriorating and did not provide any Grant funding. 



 The Township parks are getting to the point that it is becoming increasingly difficult for 1 
person to maintain.  Need to look at ways to alleviate some of the work – do we look for 
volunteers or hire another grounds person? 

 There is a need to showcase the parks more prominently.  The parks are not advertised 
very well throughout the Township.  Could we have Rose Case help with getting some 
updated photo’s of Atchison Park to post on the website? 

 

Item 10c – Disc golf 

 No update 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:41 p.m. 

A voice vote was called:  Ayes Unanimous 

    Nays None 
 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

Jennifer Urtel 

PAB Secretary 


