
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 29, 2013 

 

Meeting called to order by Mr. Scott Gerlach, Chairman at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Roll Call: Scott Gerlach, Chairman 

  Jennie Urtel, Secretary 

  Tim Miner – excused absence 

  Dean Whitcomb – excused absence 

  Steve Fletcher  

  Carl Towne 

  Nancy Kessler 

  Paul Peters, Vice Chairman 

  Chris Doozan, McKenna representative 

 

Approval of March 25, 2013 meeting minutes with spelling correction for “Jamis” bicycle: 

 Voice vote: Ayes Unanimous 

   Nays  None 

 

Announcements and Communications: 

 Jennie Urtel mentioned that Rose Case sent an e-mail notifying the PAB of a Graduation 
Party scheduled for June 15th in the pavilion behind the Fire Department 

 Steve Fletcher showed the Township website calendar that has updated events listed 
 There is a question on how to identify the pavilions / areas throughout the park. 

  

Call to Public: 

 None 

Reports: 

 Kite Fest: 

 Paul Peters discussed kite fest meeting from the previous week.  Mapping is laid out and 
vendor information is still coming in. 

 Paperwork is filed – there will be 1 more big meeting prior to the event.  
 June 1st from 10am to 5pm 
 Paul will e-mail committee members the days schedule 

 

 

 



SLARA update: 

 Summer softball will be starting in mid-May.  Looking at adding a senior softball combining 
with neighboring communities to gather enough players 

 The Senior Center has a new Director 
 Big kids and little kids safety town will be held this summer at Brummer Elementary 
 Island Lake day camp starts June 17th with many field trips, canoe and park activities.  

Added a week due to popularity 
 Looking to do community sports tournaments, any ideas welcomed. 

 

Community Center: 

 RFP is under way to submit to Architectural Firms to provide a conceptual package 
 Looking at potential locations / properties 

 

Wade Shows: 

 Carnival committee members are; Paul Peters, Cindy Orendach, Joanna Doncea, Gene 
Doncea and John Bell 

 Meeting was held April 22nd 
 Gene has 8 years experience running the Hamburg Festival and is hired to help with the 

Lyon Township Summer Festival parking operations 
 A volunteer form has been created and is on the website.  The filled out form can be mailed 

or e-mailed.  Would like to get form to local organizations.  The minimum age to volunteer 
is 17 years old, can take all ages if accompanied by a parent. 

 If there are not enough volunteers then Gene will hire parking attendants at $10.00 per 
hour 

 Parking fee will be charged and will need to be coordinated with Township Treasurer 
 The number of volunteers needed is approximately 15 per 4-5 hour shift. 
 Gene will hold a mandatory volunteer meeting on July 11th to help guide volunteers with 

protocols.  How to speak with the public, how to dress, how to use radio, etc 
 The Summer Festival Committee has a meeting every other Monday at 3pm, the next 

meeting is May 6th 

 

PAB Subcommittee’s report 

 No agreements have been solidified with Lacrosse, need to finalize ASAP 

 

Approval of Agenda: 

 Add item 9f – Kite Fest 

  Voice vote:   Ayes Unanimous 

    Nays None 

 

 

 

 



New Business: 

 Item 9a 

 Shaun Bhajan and Dawn Tomczyk passed out a copy of the event application for 
review.  Packet included course layout and event specifications 

 John’s Sanitation will provide port-o-johns 
 Lights will be rented from Chets Rent All for fall and winter races at start / finish area 
 Riders have headlights on their bikes 
 Trash removal will be contracted with Duncan Disposal 
 Generators will be brought in for timing equipment and PA system.  A question was 

asked of the committee if there was a noise ordinance due to a PA system being used.  
It was determined that the PA will only be heard at the start / finish area and no noise 
permit required. 

 Hometown Bicycle is in contact with HVA regarding options for event participation 
 Would like to put signage on Grand River showing East driveway as event entrance and 

West driveway as event exit.  There will be the need for a special permit for signage.  
April Talaga with the Township can provide that application. 

 There will be route marshals throughout the race course monitoring the course and 
riders 

 Hometown Bicycle is filling out a USA Cycling Sanctioned Event application which will 
designate this race series as a National Event 

 Food vendors – Woodstone Pizza will provide food,  will verify and include any 
additional vendors closer to event 

 Investigating running a kids race at the same time.  Will confirm at a later date. 
 There are some date concerns due to already contracted events and sport 

organizations utilizing the park.  Hometown Bicycle to return to re-propose dates to miss 
the major events 

 Compensation to the PAB – after expenses the profits will be split the following ways; 
20% to PAB; 20% to charity; 20% to Hometown ride team; 40% to Hometown Bicycle.  
The anticipated monies per event $1000 to PAB; $1000 to charity; $1000 to Hometown 
ride team; $1800 to Hometown Bicycle 

 Scott Gerlach and Nancy Kessler will maintain communication with Hometown Bicycle 
to amend event dates 
 
Motion to move forward with Hometown 200 race event 
A voice vote was called:  Ayes Unanimous 

     Nays None 

 

Item 9b 

 Moved to pavilions away from Panther practice fields.  Panther fields will not be used for 
any portion of Community Haunts entertainment or parking.   

 Keep days of operation to Friday & Saturday only, do not use option day of Thursday. 
 Confirm Panthers are complete by the end of October to allow for full week of Haunts 

during Halloween week. 
 Castle will be locked when not in use, Tunnel of Terror will be kwanza hut type structure 

with covered entry when not in use 
 Community Haunts will be hiring the Oakland County Sheriff and Reservists all days of 

operation to observe ticket booth and monitor for alcohol use. 
 Lighting will be brought in for parking with adult patrols 



 Forty foot food wagon will come on event days. 
 Will contract with Duncan Disposal for trash removal once Board approves 
 Support trucks will remain in park away from event area for storage and supplies.  Map 

will be labeled with truck parking location 
 Include maps in the agreement 
 Need to confirm and coordinate the amount of handicap parking spaces necessary 
 Concerned about the hours of operation.  Would like to see ticket sales stop at 11pm to 

allow for complete closure at approximately 12am (midnight). 
 Block off the park that is not being used for the event to minimize patrons wandering in 

unlit / unsafe areas 
 Mini monster truck or treat is possible with sponsorship through the South Lyon Area 

Chamber of Commerce & DDA.  They will be the coordinating entity 

 

Motion to move forward with Community Haunts, Inc with above mentioned comments 
A voice vote was called:  Ayes Unanimous 

     Nays None 

 

Item 9c 

 Not in attendance 

 

 Item 9d 

 Jennie stated that all paper work has been filed 

 

Item 9e 

 This will be the 11th annual Spark Plugs Auto Club event 
 In the past the event did not pay up front for park fees but did donate to charity, the 

Township and Fire Department.  The Spark Plugs is intending to do the same this year.  
Charities slated for donation are South Lyon Community Chest and Operation Injured 
Soldier. 

 Spark Plugs are a member of Michigan Hot Rod Association – that information is stated 
on the event application for all insurances, etc. 

 Board would like verbiage on Insurance certificate to show the Township as insured. 

 

Motion to move forward with Spark Plugs Auto Club event with above mentioned 
comments 
A voice vote was called:  Ayes Unanimous 

     Nays None 

 

 Item 9f 

 Kite Fest is considered a Township activity, no extra insurance is required. 

 

Motion to move forward with 2013 Kite Fest 
A voice vote was called:  Ayes Unanimous 



     Nays None 

Unfinished Business: 

Item 10a 

 May have interested person – will encourage them to fill out application 

 

Item 10b 

 Chris is working on the Master Plan – not ready to present yet. 

 

 Item 10c 

 Playground is almost complete 
 Grass will be planted soon 
 There is info on the website promoting the new equipment 
 Township maintenance is going to remove the old remaining equipment. 
 Considering turning existing playground to parking area once all equipment has been 

removed 
 Need to review drive to baseball fields, it is in really rough shape 

 

Item 10d 

 Work in progress 

 

Item 10e 

 Discussed during Announcements and Communications 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting at 9:45 p.m. 

 A voice vote was called:  Ayes Unanimous 
     Nays None 

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

Jennifer Urtel 

PAB Secretary 


