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Charter Township of Lyon  
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
February 13, 2012 

 
Approved: March 12, 2012 (as written) 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mr. O’Neil at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Roll Call:  Lise Blades, Vice-Chairman 
   Ed Campbell 
   Michael Conflitti, Secretary 
   John Dolan 
   Kristopher Enlow 
   Sean O’Neil, Chairman 
    Carl Towne 
  
Guests:  6 
 
Also Present:  Chris Doozan, McKenna Associates 
   Matthew Quinn, Township Attorney 
   Michelle Aniol, DDA Administrator/Economic Development   
   Coordinator 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Mr. Doozan explained that item 2 under New Business is being removed from the 
agenda due to the applicant going in a different direction. 
 

Motion by Towne, second by Blades 
To approve the agenda as amended.  
 

 Voice Vote: Ayes:  Unanimous 
   Nays:  None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mr. Quinn made a correction to the minutes and the Recording Secretary made the 
change.  
 
 Motion by Towne, second by Campbell 
 To approve the January 9, 2012 Meeting Minutes as amended.  
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes:  Unanimous 



Charter Township of Lyon 

Planning Commission                                                         February 13, 2012 Page 2  

   Nays:  None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS – None 
 
DDA REPORT 
 
Ms. Aniol reviewed the memo dated 2/7/2012.  She explained that Lyon Township was 
selected as a pilot community for Oakland County’s One Stop Ready Program.  She 
also briefly touched on the various projects in the Township and updated the 
Commission on the progress.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
1. Master Plan – Public hearing to consider adoption of the revised Master 
 Plan.  
 
Mr. Doozan gave a presentation regarding the Master Plan Update.  He reviewed the 
Future Land Use and the Lyon Center Development Vision Map.  The possible location 
of a new library was discussed.   Pros and cons were discussed regarding the possible 
various locations for a new library. 
 
Mr. Doozan also reviewed the Airport Layout Plan, higher density in the residential area, 
and the Walbridge property. 
 
 Motion by Towne, second by Enlow  
 To open the public hearing at 8:01 p.m.   
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes:  Unanimous 
   Nays:  None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
Jim Chuck, 25365 Stanley Lane – Mr. Chuck thanked Ms. Aniol for organizing the 
work session.  He agreed that in the future the look of the library would be different; it 
would be urban, not suburban.  He liked the discussion regarding the possible locations 
of the library.  He briefly touched on the future use of libraries and how that would be 
transformed with technology.  He commented that the library wants to be a part of the 
future.  
 
Todd Wyett, 25900 W. 11 Mile Road – Mr. Wyett explained that no residential is 
allowed in the #1 area and he questioned why the Township continues not to address 
the issue and why the County and the State are being ignored on this issue.  
 
Maggie Kurtzweil, 4177 S. Lafayette – Ms. Kurtzweil commented on the diversity 
issue and asked the Commission to consider if the density will be sufficient to sustain 
the economic viability in the DDA.  She felt putting the library in a residential area would 
be a better fit than the high dollar area.  She commented that on March 1, there will be 
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10,000 people retiring per day and the market for the library will change to service 
senior citizens.  Technology will also change the library use.  Ms. Kurtzweil also stated 
her concerns with the density issue on 9 Mile/Pontiac Trail.  She felt with the proposed 
future projects the roads would not be able to handle the traffic.  There are no 
provisions made in the Master Plan for improvement to the roads.  Right now the traffic 
is really bad without these developments.  
 
 Motion by Towne, second by Blades 
 To close the public hearing at 8:22 p.m. 
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes:  Unanimous 
   Nays:  None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
After further discussion, the Commission felt the library should be referenced in the text 
as well as referenced on the map in the legend.  The consensus of the Commission 
was to go with the moderate multiple family high density in the residential area, as long 
as it was more of a high class project with ownership.  Mr. Quinn suggested including in 
the text that mixed residential uses would be welcomed.   Regarding the Walbridge 
property, Mr. O’Neil explained that nothing changes the zoning or the ability for the 
owner to use it as currently zoned.   
 
Regarding the airport, Ms. Blades felt that the Township has been appropriate in 
maintaining the land use designation.  Mr. Wyett commented that the Township is 
ignoring the County and State’s safety concerns.  Ms. Blades commented that it was 
premature to make a change when the County has said they have zero plans to expand 
the airport at this time.  
 
 Motion by Towne, second by Blades 
 To table the Master Plan until the next meeting.    
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes:  Unanimous 
   Nays:  None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
  
NEW BUSINESS   
 
1. AP-12-02 Zoning Ordinance Amendments.  Consider proposed 
 amendments to the following sections of the Zoning Ordinance; 3.02, 7.08, 
 12.04, 14.01, 16.05 and 33.03.   
 
Mr. Doozan reviewed the McKenna Associates dated 1/27/12. 
 
Ms. Blades stated that she is opposed to #3, 4, 5, 6 and 7.  She is opposed to any item 
that will restrict people from using their property as they see fit.  She felt that people 
who live in subdivisions have a Homeowners Association that dictates what they can 
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and can’t do on their property.   If someone chooses to live in a rural setting outside of a 
subdivision, they should be able to store what they want, where they want as long as it 
follows the ordinance and utilize the existing ordinances to address problems.  After 
further discussion, it was suggested that Mark Spencer attend the next meeting in order 
to gather more information. 
 
Regarding item #2, Mr. Enlow explained that a change in road and lot configuration 
could be considered a major change; that could change the entire configuration, 
including utilities.    
 
 Motion by Campbell, second by Towne 
 To table till next month and invite Mark Spencer to readdress the issue. 
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes: 6 
   Nays: Blades 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
  
ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 
 
1. Community Reports 
 
Mr. Doozan reviewed an article from Better Cities & Towns regarding how people will 
need to make do with less space in the future.   
 
Mr. Dolan reported that there is a possible tenant for the Bob Saks property.  The 
vehicle related uses was approved by the Board, as was the ZBA amendment.  Mark 
Szerlag was appointed to the DDA to fill Troy Powe’s remaining term.  The transfer of 
the liquor license for Mark Mitra’s new restaurant, called the Kensington Grill, was also 
approved. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Towne, second by Conflitti 
 To adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.  
 

Voice Vote: Ayes:  Unanimous 
   Nays:  None 
 

MOTION APPROVED 
 
 
The Planning Commission meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. due to no further 
business.  
 
 

 Respectfully Submitted, 
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 Kellie Angelosanto 
  

Kellie Angelosanto    
 Recording Secretary    
 

 


