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Charter Township of Lyon  
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
January 9, 2012 

 
Approved: February 13, 2012 (as corrected) 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. O’Neil at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Roll Call:  Lise Blades, Vice-Chairman 
   Ed Campbell 
   Michael Conflitti, Secretary 
   John Dolan 
   Kristopher Enlow 
   Sean O’Neil, Chairman 
    Carl Towne 
  
Guests:  2 
 
Also Present:  Chris Doozan, McKenna Associates 
   Phillip Seymour Matthew Quinn, Township Attorney 
   Michelle Aniol, DDA Administrator/Economic Development   
   Coordinator 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Mr. Dolan suggested adding a discussion regarding forming a Sidewalk Fund 
Committee and selecting officers for 2012.   These items were added to the agenda. 
 

Motion by Blades, second by Conflitti 
To approve the agenda as revised.  
 

 Voice Vote: Ayes:  Unanimous 
   Nays:  None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Motion by Campbell, second by Enlow 
 To approve the December 12, 2011 Meeting Minutes as presented.  
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes:  Unanimous 
   Nays:  None 



 

Charter Township of Lyon 

Planning Commission                                                         January 9, 2012 Page 2  

 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS – None 
 
DDA REPORT 
 
Ms. Aniol gave a brief presentation regarding the results of the Township participating in 
the University of Michigan iLabs eCities.  There was brief discussion of working towards 
an identity for Lyon Township. 
  
Mr. Quinn suggested moving New Business before Old Business in order to 
accommodate the guests in attendance.   
 
 Motion by Towne, second by Blades 
 To move New Business before Old Business on the agenda.  
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes: Unanimous 
   Nays: None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS   
 
1. AP-11-21, Blue Cross Blue Shield Parking Lot Renovations, located at 
 53200 Grand River Avenue, Site plan review of proposed paved parking lot 
 at existing facility.   
 
 
Representing Blue Cross Blue Shield: Mike Schneider, Manager General Services 
      Rich Houdek, Grissim Metz Andriese Assoc. 
 
Mr. Doozan reviewed two memos from McKenna Associates dated 1/4/12. 
 
Mr. Schneider explained that they are continuing to develop and are excited with the 
Conference Center and usage of the facility.  He reported that the parking lots are 
becoming full at this time.  
 
Mr. Houdek explained that the request is to convert the current turf lot into an asphalt 
lot.  It is in the same location as the current turf lot.  He briefly reviewed the plan.  
 
Mr. Houdek explained that the right-of-way prevents them from putting in a straight 
pathway.  He requested an easement to rework the pathway to fit within the confines of 
the project.  The Commission had no problem with a meandering pathway versus a 
straight pathway.   
 
Mr. Houdek also asked for a variance or an allotment to forego the pathway along Old 
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Plan Road.  He explained the conditions of the roadway after passing the driveway. It is 
a heavily vegetated area, and it did not make sense to add a sidewalk at this time.  Mr. 
Conflitti agreed.    
 
Mr. Dolan questioned the curbing at the south side.  Mr. Houdek explained that they 
would add either bumper blocks to allow for drainage or a low, shallow mountable curb.  
Mr. Doozan preferred the low mountable curb because it’s permanent and looks better.  
 
Mr. Quinn explained that the Planning Commission has no authority to waive the 
sidewalk on Old Plank Road, but they can accept a donation to the Sidewalk Fund.    
 
Mr. Schneider stated that their preference would be to donate to the Sidewalk Fund, if a 
waiver cannot be obtained.  
 
Mr. Towne questioned if the islands were irrigated.  Mr. .Houdek explained that it was a 
mistake that was not removed from the plans.  The preference would be that the islands 
are not irrigated.   He explained that drought tolerant plants would be used and all trees 
would be bagged for establishment.  
 
Mr. O’Neil confirmed with Mr. Houdek that all items would be addressed in the CES and 
McKenna Associates memos.  
 
Mr. Enlow questioned if porous pavement had been considered.  Mr. Houdek explained 
that it was considered but it is not feasible.  
 
 Motion by Conflitti, second by Towne 
 To approve AP-11-21 Blue Cross Blue Shield Parking Lot Renovations 
 subject to the McKenna Associates memos dated 1/4/2012 addressing the 
 sidewalk along Grand River and the contribution to the Sidewalk Fund   
 unless a waiver is allowed by the Township Board for Old Plank Road.  
  
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Towne, O’Neil, Enlow, Dolan, Conflitti, Campbell, Blades 
   Nays: None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. Master Plan – Review revisions and consider scheduling a public hearing 
 to consider adoption of the revised Master Plan  
 
Mr. Doozan reviewed the proposed changes to Map 19.  After discussion, the 
Commission agreed that items 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7 are acceptable uses and item 4 would 
remain as it is on the current map due to the school proximity.  There was consideration 
given to moving the Gateway Corridor further south to match the other entrances.  
 
Mr. Doozan will make the changes to the map and bring it back to the Commission.  
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Mr. Doozan reviewed the McKenna Associates memo dated January 9, 2012 regarding 
the Todd Wyett property.  The consensus of the Commission was to leave the property 
as it is currently zoned.  
 
 Motion by Towne, second by Campbell 
 To schedule a public hearing for February 13, 2012 to consider adoption of 
 the Master Plan.  
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes: Unanimous 
   Nays: None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
     
ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 
 
1. Sidewalk Fund Committee 
 
Mr. Dolan suggested forming a Sidewalk Fund Committee in order to decide where the 
funds would be best spent.   Mr. Enlow, Ms. Blades, and Mr. Dolan volunteered to be 
on the committee.  
 
2. Community Reports 
 
Mr. Dolan reported that Mark Mitra purchased the old Chili’s building and will open a 
new restaurant mid March.  He also reported that Asbury Hill was approved at the last 
Board meeting and building will begin soon.    
 
Mr. Doozan updated the Commission on the progress of the Parks and Recreation 
updates as well as Form Based Coding.  
 
3. Election of Officers 
 
 Motion by Blades, second by Enlow 
 To nominate Sean O’Neil as Chairperson.  Mr. O’Neil accepted the 
 nomination.  
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes: Unanimous 
   Nays: None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
 Motion by Campbell, second by Enlow 
 To nominate Lise Blades as Vice Chair.  Ms. Blades accepted the 
 nomination.  
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes: Unanimous 
   Nays: None 
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MOTION APPROVED 
 
 Motion by Towne, second by Campbell 
 To nominate Michael Conflitti as Secretary.  Mr. Conflitti accepted the 
 nomination.  
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes: Unanimous 
   Nays: None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
 Motion by Blades, second by Conflitti 
 To nominate Carl Towne as the ZBA liaison    Mr. Towne accepted the 
 nomination.  
 
 Voice Vote: Ayes: Unanimous 
   Nays: None 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
   
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Towne, second by Blades 
 To adjourn the meeting at 9:16 p.m.  
 

Voice Vote: Ayes:  Unanimous 
   Nays:  None 
 

MOTION APPROVED 
 
 
The Planning Commission meeting was adjourned at 9:16 p.m. due to no further 
business.  
 
 

 Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 Kellie Angelosanto 
  

Kellie Angelosanto    
 Recording Secretary    
 

 


