
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

November 19, 2012 

 

Meeting called to order by Mr. Scott Gerlach, Chairman at 6:04 p.m. 

 

Roll Call: Scott Gerlach, Chairman 

  Jennie Urtel, Secretary 

  Tim Miner 

  Dean Whitcomb – Excused absence 

  Rebecca Wilder – Excused absence 

  Steve Fletcher 

  Carl Towne 

  Nancy Kessler – Absent (Unexcused) 

  Paul Peters 

 

Approval of previous meeting minutes: 

  Voice vote:   Ayes Unanimous 

    Nays None 

 

Call to Public: 

 There was a request to have the Fire Department flood the park for ice skating, add 
as item 10f to Agenda 

 John Bell would like to get the Oakland County Parks involved with the PAB, 
opportunities for financial help, organizational help and equipment help 

 

Reports: 

 Winterfest: 

 Troy Powe update the Board on events: 
o Oakland County Parks will be providing a stage (free of charge) 
o Oakland County Parks Director Terry Fields offered to meet with the PAB board to 

offer information and assistance to the Board, Troy will give Steve G his contact info 
o There will be Geocaching activities 
o Sled dog rides 
o Ice skating 
o Chili cook-off 
o All funds are provided through the local businesses 

 Troy offered 3 primary goals of Winterfest 
o Bring awareness to Lyon Township (approx 2000 visitors, both local and surrounding 

communities through outside Township marketing) 
o Raise funds for non-profits 



o Introduce winter activities 
 There was a concern about any liability with the ice rink being unattended for a period of 

time.  It was noted that the rink falls under the Township insurance 
 There was a suggestion that the PAB put up a small tent during Winterfest to promote the 

Advisory Board and its overall goals 

Community Center: 

 Steve Fletcher reported the following: 
o Survey had very favorable feedback regarding the wants and needs of a Community 

Center 
o The committee is putting together a presentation for each of the local Boards (City of 

South Lyon, Lyon Township and Green Oak Township) to show the positive support 
for the community center 

PAB Subcommittee’s report 

 Area Athletic representatives are in attendance to present to the Board 

 

Approval of previous meeting minutes: 

 Would like to move item 10c (Discussion to split cost with the South Lyon Junior League to 
rehabilitate baseball fields) to the December meeting 

 Would like to move item 10f (Ice skating and sledding) to December meeting 

  Voice vote:   Ayes Unanimous 

    Nays None 
 
 

Unfinished Business: 

 Items 9a and 9b (Replacement for Rebecca Wilder and Discuss Park Master plan 
respectively) tabled to December meeting 

New Business: 

 Athletic Representatives in attendance presenting their Organizations overall mission: 

 Kurt Newman – Panthers Football 
o Financial responsibilities are as follows:  Fees $2000; mowing $1800; field painting 

$1600; field repair / reseed $600; fertilizer $600 
o The kid involvement represents grades 1-8 divided into 5 teams 
o 4 fields at SLHS; SLEH 2 -1/4 fields;  Atchison Park 3 fields and 1 practice field 
o Want to continue partnership and share in field improvements 
o Would like to put in sprinklers and lighting 

 Paul Loewer – Lacrosse (boys) 
 Janet Newburger – Lacrosse (girls) 

o Fastest growing sport in U.S. 
o $25,000 from family participation funding $24,000 of that money spent locally 
o Teams and program is increasing 
o 3 fields needed from mid-march to June 
o Financial responsibilities: Township fees $300; $2000 field maintenance; $540 field 

painting 
 An idea was brought up regarding the park land at 11 Mile Rd / Milford Rd. There is a total 

of 64 acres owned by the Township, 22 acres is buildable.  Could shared resources come 



together to develop that land for athletic fields?  Could 22 acres house the fields 
necessary?  PAB to get a blueprint of the property from Chris Doozan with McKenna to 
review 

 Township and Athletic Organizations need to coordinate mowing so same areas are not 
being mowed twice and / or fields being damaged.  Currently Lacrosse mows from mid-
March until 1st of June and Panthers start mowing in July until late fall 

Playground upgrade plan: 

 Dan Perreault from Kompan presented an updated playground plan 
o Take some of existing castle and fort equipment combined to create a new structure 

in area near restrooms (approx 1/3 of current equipment can be reused safely).  
Some new equipment to be installed to compensate for items not usable 

o Estimate for moving existing, adding new and surrounding ground prep $35,600 
o Steve Fletcher would like to move forward with Kompan as sole source to ensure 

playground will be open in the Spring 
 Motion by Steve Fletcher to recommend Kompan (and their subcontractor Vala Constr) for 

the proposed relocation and reinstallation of playground equipment not to exceed $35,600 
 Carl Towne – seconds motion 
 Call for vote: 

o Carl Towne – yes; Scott Gerlach – yes; Tim Miner – yes; Paul Peters – yes; Steve 
Fletcher – yes; Jennie Urtel - yes 

Action item spreadsheet 

 Table until December meeting  

Budget Review 

 Steve Fletcher reported that the Township Board is not too concerned about revenue as 
they understand we are a new Board and getting more involved 

 Idea brought up that planting some wild flowers in the park may reduce the amount of area 
needing to be mowed 

 Billboard not going through – need other revenue sources 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting at 9:00 p.m. 

 A voice vote was called:  Ayes Unanimous 
     Nays None 

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

Jennifer Urtel 

PAB Secretary 

  

 

 


