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Charter Township of Lyon  

Board of Trustees 

Special Meeting Minutes 

April 13, 2010 
Approved:  May 3, 2010 as written 

 

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Roll Call: Patricia Carcone, Treasurer 

  Michele Cash, Clerk 

  John Dolan, Trustee 

  Steven Fletcher 

  John Hicks, Trustee 

  Lannie Young, Supervisor 

 

Absent:  Brent Hemker, Trustee 

 

Guests:  3 

 

Also Present: Tom Traciak, ACI Financial 

  Paul Wyzgoski, Dickinson Wright, PLLC 

  Matthew Quinn, Township Attorney 

  Marty Larnhart, The Douglas Group 

  David Searles, Jr., Searles Trust, L.P.  

  Jon Hutto 

  Frank Hutto 

   

CALL TO THE PUBLIC - None 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Carcone, second by Hicks 

To approve the agenda as submitted.  

 

 Voice Vote: Ayes:  Unanimous 

   Nays:  None 

   Absent: Hemker 

 

MOTION APPROVED 

 

1. Special Workshop –Hutsfield Pond Senior Village Project 

 

Mr. Hutto explained that there is absolutely no financing available.  The sewer and water SAD 
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was expensive but needed to be done by both sides.  With the stimulus federal funds available 

and the 35% rebate it not only gives a viable funding source but it is market driven and very 

feasible.  The added 35% benefit of stimulus funds makes this a safe project.  Mr. Hutto 

introduced Mr. Searles and Mr. Larnhart.    He continued that with the goal of 95%-100% of all 

construction labor would be local and that is a commitment that Douglas Group is making to 

the Township.  

 

Mr. Hutto reviewed the letter that he had sent to his attorneys and marketing counsel.  Mr. 

Hutto explained that they have considerable skin in the game and have done considerable 

business in the Township and are here to stay. He commented that they have a ton of money 

wrapped up with the commitment on the SAD bonds.  They feel obligated to make right by 

that commitment.   Mr. Hutto stated that this is a win/win situation and right now it was a 

lose/lose situation if nothing was done.  

 

 Concerns were raised and discussed regarding the Township becoming involved in the 

housing business and if so how to go about it.  The delinquencies that are on the property were 

discussed and how those could affect the Township.  

 

Trustee Dolan raised the concern about being in direct competition with Abbey Park and 

explained that this is a small community and he questioned if another senior living complex 

could be supported.  He felt this could be setting precedence.  

 

Mr. Traciak explained the debt level and the rating that the Township could have.  

 

Mr. Hutto explained that he has spoken to Tamara Ward from Abbey Park and she has 

expressed her excitement over the proposed project.  He did not feel that this project would be 

in competition with Abbey Park because that project would be at capacity by the time the 

proposed project is ready.  Also, Ms. Ward would have a venue to send people to when they 

are unable to stay at Abbey Park any longer.  

 

Mr. Hutto explained that the HUD program for refinancing senior projects is up and running, 

it’s 180 days from start to finish.   

 

Mr. Searles stated that people are buying projects like these but there are very few that are new 

construction fields and they can only anticipate that the economy will return to some normalcy.   

 

Prices were briefly discussed and Mr. Hutto explained that many jobs would be created with 

the memory care unit and that these were good jobs.   

 

Mr. Wyzgoski explained that there are many requirements for Build America Bonds and it 

would require state licensing.   Mr. Traciak explained that the only barrier in getting out of the 

debt is that it can’t be paid off early within the first 10 years.  With bonds like these they would 

have to investigate to see how much flexibility there is and what interest rate penalty would 

need to be paid.  
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Treasurer Carcone reviewed the delinquency amounts on the Hutto’s property which included 

sewer and water.   

 

The Board decided to form a sub committee with John Hicks, Steven Fletcher and Brent 

Hemker serving on the committee.  Supervisor Young will also assist.  It was felt that the Board 

needed to do their due diligence and investigate all avenues before making a decision.  Trustee 

Hicks felt that another set of eyes was needed to review the market analysis and review the 

numbers.   

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

 Motion by Carcone, second by Hicks 

 To adjourn the meeting at 5:50 p.m.  

 

Voice Vote: Ayes:  Unanimous 

   Nays:  None 

 

MOTION APPROVED 

 

The Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees was adjourned at 5:50 p.m.  
 

 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 Kellie Angelosanto 

  

Kellie Angelosanto    Michele Cash    

 Recording Secretary    Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


