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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF LYON 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES 
November 5, 2007 

 

 

 

Approved as submitted December 3, 2007. 
 
 
DATE:   November 5, 2007 
TIME:  7:00 PM 
PLACE:  58000 Grand River 
 
1. Call to Order:  Supervisor Young called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
  
2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
3. Roll Call:  Present: Lannie Young, Supervisor 
      Patricia Carcone, Treasurer 

     Pamela Johnson, Clerk 
     Dan Cash, Trustee 
     Brent Hemker, Trustee 
     John Hicks, Trustee 
     Chriss Roberts, Trustee 
 

                   Also Present:  Matthew Quinn, Township Attorney  
      Chris Doozan, Township Planner 
      Leslie Zawada, Township Engineer 
      Loren Crandell, Township Engineer 
      Al Hogan, Building Official 
      Les Cash, Fire Chief 
           
    Guests:  13 
  
4. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

  - Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of October 1, 2007  

  - Approval of Disbursements 

  - Approval of 3rd Quarter Revenue/Expenditure Report 

  - Approval of Cash Balance Report for September, 2007 

- Building Department Report for September, 2007 

  - Fire Department Report for September, 2007  

  - Zoning Report for September, 2007 

  - Engineer Status Report for September, 2007 

  - Sheriff Department Report for September, 2007 

  - Acceptance of Bill of Sale of Sewer Line from Shoppes of Lyon, LLC 

  - Acceptance of Bill of Sale for Water Line from Shoppes of Lyon, LLC 

  - Acceptance of Grant of Permanent Water Main Easement from Shoppes of Lyon, LLC 

  - Acceptance of Grant of Permanent Sewer Easement from Shoppes of Lyon, LLC 

  - Acceptance of Sanitary Sewer and Water Main Easement from McDonald’s USA, LLC 

  - Extension of Grinder Pump Contract 

  - Update of Fees for Planning Services 

  

    



  

 

       Charter Township of Lyon Board of Trustees                       November 5, 2007      Page 2 
 

Ms. Carcone moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted.  Mr. Cash seconded the  
motion. 
 
 Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Cash, Johnson, Hemker, Carcone, Hicks, Young, Roberts 
    Nays: None  
                

  Motion approved. 
  
5.  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
  

Mr. Young read a letter from Nancy Cassis congratulating Chief Cash and the Lyon Township 
Fire Department. 
 
Ms. Johnson stated that State Law for voting has changed and now requires a picture ID in order 
to vote. 
 

6.   CALL TO THE PUBLIC   
 
 Sgt. Crockett informed the Board that he will be retiring on November 9th.  He introduced 
 Sgt. Mark Venus as his replacement. 
 
 Lise Blades, 29885 Glynn Lee Court, thanked the Sheriff’s Department for their quick response with 
 regard to the recent burglaries in her neighborhood. 
 
 Mike Lamb, 29780 Rondeau, informed the Board that Mrs. Keeran passed away. 
 
7. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Mr. Young requested that item 13d, Holding Pond Repairs at the Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
 be removed from the agenda. 
 

Ms. Carcone moved to approve the agenda as amended.  Mr. Hicks seconded the motion. 
 

  Voice Vote:  Ayes: All  
     Nays: None 
 
  Motion approved.  
 
8.   Public Hearing on Reprogramming 2007 CDBG Funds 
 
 Mr. Doozan explained the funds that they are proposing to reprogram from architectural barriers 
 to minor home repairs. 
 

Mr. Young opened the public hearing at 7:10 PM.  There were no comments.  He then closed  
 the public hearing. 
 
 Mr. Hemker moved to approve the resolution to reprogram 2007 CDBG allocation funds in the  
 amount of $10,542.00 from architectural barriers to minor home repairs.  Mr. Hicks seconded the  

motion. 
 
  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Hicks, Hemker, Johnson, Carcone, Young, Roberts, Cash 
     Nays: None 
 
  Motion approved. 
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9. Public Hearing on CDBG Funding for Program Year 2008 
 a.  Resolution Approving the PY 2008 CDBG Funds Allocation 
 
 Mr. Doozan explained what the 2008 CDBG funds allocation amount of $28,240.00 will be used for. 
 
 Mr. Young opened the public hearing at 7:12 PM.  There were no comments.  He then closed the 
 public hearing. 
 
 Mr. Hicks moved to adopt the resolution to program the CDBG allocation for 2008 for the Senior 
 Center, Battered and Abused Spouses and Youth Services in the amount of $28,240.00. 
 Ms. Carcone seconded the motion. 
 
  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Carcone, Young, Roberts, Hemker, Johnson, Cash, Hicks 
     Nays: None 
 
  Motion approved. 
 
10.  Public Hearing on Truth in Budgeting for 2008 FY 
 
 Mr. Young explained what Truth and Taxation is.  He indicated that this public hearing is necessary 
 to keep the Township and Police Millages for 2008.  He gave the figures of what the millages would 
 be with and without the public hearing. 
 
 Mr. Young opened the public hearing at 7:16 PM.  There were no comments.  He then closed the 
 public hearing.   
 
 Ms. Carcone moved to adopt the truth and budgeting hearing for the 2008 budget with a tax rate 
 of 4.6516%.  Mr. Roberts seconded the motion. 
 
  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Cash, Roberts, Hicks, Johnson, Hemker, Carcone, Young 
     Nays: None 
 
  Motion approved. 
 
11.  Public Hearing on Special Assessments for General Purposes 
 a.  Special Assessment Resolution confirming General Purposes Roll 
 
 Mr. Quinn explained that this proposed resolution confirms the general purpose roll which is for all 
 sewer billings and noxious weed ordinance violations that have not been paid to the Township. 
 
 Mr. Young opened the public hearing at 7:18 PM.  There were no comments.  He then closed the 
 public hearing.   
 
 Mr. Hicks moved to adopt the resolution designated 07-120 confirming the general purpose roll. 
 Ms. Carcone seconded the motion. 
 
  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Hemker, Roberts, Carcone, Young, Hicks, Cash, Johnson 
     Nays: None 
 
  Motion approved. 
 
12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 a.  Park Master Plan – Recommendation from Park Committee 
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Mr. Hicks moved to table the Park Master Plan for indefinitely.  Mr. Cash seconded the motion. 
 
 Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 
    Nays: None 
 
 Motion approved. 
 

13. NEW BUSINESS 

 

a.  Approval Request for Brandon Estates Site Condominium, Average Lot Size Option, South Side 

     of Nine Mile Road, East of Pontiac Trail 

 

Mr. Doozan reviewed the comments indicated in the McKenna Associates, Inc. letter dated 
October 8, 2007 regarding this issue. 
 
Brent Lavanway, Boss Engineering, indicated that they are present to answer any questions that 
the Board may have.  He noted that they do plan on beginning construction in the Spring. 
 
Ms. Carcone moved to approve AP-07-19, Brandon Estates, Site Condominiums Preliminary Site 
Plan Review with regards to the October 8, 2007 McKenna Associates, Inc. letter.  Mr. Hicks 
seconded the motion. 
 
 Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 
    Nays: None 
 
 Motion approved. 
 
b.  Renovation Bids for Concession Building/Restrooms in the James F. Atchison Memorial Park 
 
Mr. Young indicated that the Board received a letter dated October 17, 2007 from McKenna 
Associates, Inc. regarding this issue.   He briefly discussed the condition of the building.   
 
After brief discussion, it was determined that this issue be tabled for further investigation of the 
possibility of removing the existing building and construction a new building. 
 

Mr. Hicks moved to table this issue for sixty (60) days.  Ms. Carcone seconded the motion. 
 
 Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 
    Nays: None 
 
 Motion approved. 
 

c.  Southwest Sanitary Sewer Phase III Contract Award 
 
 Ms. Zawada reviewed the bids that they received, as indicated in the Giffels-Webster Engineers 
letter dated October 23, 2007.  She recommended that the contract be awarded to DiPonio & 
Morelli in the amount of $1,781,660.00. 
 
Mr. Hicks moved to accept Anglin Civil Construction’s request to withdraw their bid.  Mr. Cash 
seconded 
the motion. 
 
 Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 
    Nays: None 
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 Motion approved. 
 
Mr. Cash moved to approve the contract award to DiPonio & Morelli Construction Company 
at the price of $1,781,660.00.  Ms. Carcone seconded the motion. 
 
 Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Carcone, Hemker, Johnson, Cash, Hicks, Young, Roberts 
    Nays: None 
    
 Motion approved. 
 

 d.  Holding Pond Repairs at the Wastewater Treatment Plant 

 
 This issue was removed from the agenda. 
 
 e.  Resolution for Capitol Improvement Bonds 
 
 Mr. Quinn explained that this resolution has been prepared for the Board by Paul Wyzgowski, 

Township Bond Council, in a format authorizing the Board, over a period of time, bonding of a total 
amount of $35,000,000.00.  These bonds would be used to help finance the easement acquisitions 
and construction of roadway, i.e., ring road, the drainage for the road, the water supply, sewage 
disposal along the road and other related public improvements in the Township for the project 
known as the “ring road”. 

 
 Mr. Quinn stated that this resolution does not mean that the Township must bond for this amount, it 
 simply means that the Township has the authority to bond for the money, if they so choose. 
 
 There was discussion with regard to this resolution and who would be assessed in a special  
` assessment district. 

 
 Mr. Cash moved by resolution to approve the notice of intent to issue bonds for the ring road 

project in the amount of $35,00,000.00.  Ms. Carcone seconded the motion. 
 
  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Hemker, Roberts, Young, Johnson, Carcone, Cash, Hicks 
     Nays: None 
     
  Motion approved. 
 
 f.  Letter from Dickinson Wright Regarding Representation of Meijer’s  
 
 Mr. Young reviewed the information in a letter dated September 19, 2007 from Paul Wyzgowski, 
 Dickinson Wright, PLLC. 
 
 After brief discussion, the Board felt it was not appropriate for this firm to represent the Township and 
 Meijer’s.   
 
 Mr. Quinn stated that the Attorney from this firm that represents Meijer’s has done so for quite some 
 time out of their Grand Rapids office.  This attorney has no involvement with bond issuance, he is 
 strictly a real estate attorney. 
 
 Mr. Hicks moved to deny the request of Dickinson Wright to represent Meijer’s for any matters in  
 front of the Lyon Township Planning Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals due to the fact that 
 Dickinson Wright represents the Township as it’s current Bond Council.  Ms. Carcone seconded the  

motion. 
 
Mr. Young asked if there were any comments.  Ms. Johnson noted that Meijer’s is having an 
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informational meeting.  Mr. Quinn stated that it is his understanding that Meijer’s may request 
residents of the Township to come to a meeting that they are sponsoring.  He stated that this  
would be for the neighbors in the vicinity for information exchange.  He stated that he would not 
recommend that any members of this Board attend the meeting or attend the Planning  
Commission meeting on November 26th when this issue will be heard.  He stated that a site plan 
matter, such as Meijer’s, has jurisdiction within the Planning Commission.  This Board has no 
jurisdiction over the application at all.  The presentations will be made to the Planning Commission 
and the Planning Commission will make the decisions.  He noted that over the years his office has 
instructed Board members not to attend Planning Commission meetings and not to speak at  
Planning Commission meetings.  Mr. Quinn stated that he would follow this up in a letter to the 
Board. 

 
  Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 
     Nays: None 
 
  Motion approved. 
 
 g.  Fire Chief Position Description and Advertisement 
 
 Mr. Young stated that he was looking for approval tonight of the Board for the verbiage.  As far as  

when they actually go out for advertisement, that can be determined later.   
 

Discussion about joint fire services with the City of South Lyon was held.  Ms. Carcone indicated that 
they could send a letter to the City Council to see if they are interested in this. 

 
Ms. Johnson questioned that if this adopted tonight, does she have the Board’s permission to use  
this job description to update the 2001 description that is in the Fire Regulations. 

 
Ms. Johnson moved to replace the current job description in the Rules and Regulations with the one  
provided this evening.  Ms. Carcone seconded the motion. 

 
  Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 
     Nays: None 
 
  Motion approved. 
 

Mr. Roberts moved to accept the Fire Chief job description and advertisement.  Ms. Carcone  
seconded the motion. 

 
  Voice Vote:  Ayes: Carcone, Cash, Hicks, Johnson, Roberts, Young 
     Nays: Hemker 
 
 Motion approved. 
 
14. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA FOR ACTION OR DISCUSSION   NONE 
   
15. EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING PENDING LITIGATION NONE 
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT  

     
 Ms. Carcone moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Roberts seconded the motion.   

The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 PM. 
 
 Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 
    Nays: None 
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            Absent: Cash 
 
 Motion approved. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Deby Cothery 
 
Deby Cothery                                            Pamela Johnson    
Recording Secretary                                                      Clerk    


