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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF LYON 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES 

June 4, 2007 
 

 

 

Approved as submitted July 2, 2007. 

 

 

DATE:   June 4, 2007 

TIME:  7:00 PM 

PLACE:  58000 Grand River 

 

1. Call to Order:  Supervisor Young called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. 

  
2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Roll Call:  Present: Lannie Young, Supervisor 

      Patricia Carcone, Treasurer 

     Pamela Johnson, Clerk 

     Brent Hemker, Trustee 

     John Hicks, Trustee 

     Chriss Roberts, Trustee 

 

   Absent: Dan Cash, Trustee (excused) 

 

                   Also Present:  Philip Seymour, Township Attorney  

      Chris Doozan, Township Planner 

      Leslie Zawada, Township Engineer 

      Les Cash, Fire Chief 

      Al Hogan, Building Official 

           

    Guests:  18 

  
4. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

  - Approval of Special Meeting Minutes of April 25, 2007 

- Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of May 7, 2007 

  - Approval of Disbursements 

  - Approval of 2007 Revenue/Expenditure Report 

- Approval of Cash Balance Report  

- Acceptance of Bill of Sale for Water Line from South Lyon Community Schools 

  for 52200 West Ten Mile Road 

- Approval of Grant of Permanent Water Main Easement from South Lyon Community 

  Schools for the South Lyon East High School Property 

  - Building Department Report for April, 2007 

  - Sheriff Department Report for April, 2007 

  - Fire Department Report for April, 2007  

  - Zoning Report for April, 2007 

  - Engineer Status Report for April, 2007 

     

Ms. Carcone moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted.  Ms. Johnson seconded the  

motion. 
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 Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Johnson, Hemker, Hicks, Young, Roberts, Carcone 

    Nays: None  

            Absent: Cash 

    

  Motion approved. 

 
5.  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
  

Ms. Carcone updated the Board on the sewer bills.  She noted that the sewer bills have been sent  

out.  She stated that they have billed on the move in date and that they like the program a lot. 

 

Mr. Hicks indicated that the articles for the newsletter will be needed very soon. 

 

Mr. Young stated that he received a letter regarding the Six Points Storm Sewer construction on 

Milford Road. Ms. Zawada indicated that the work is approximately a couple weeks behind 

schedule due to work that has to be done by AT&T, which is about half way completed. 

 
6.   CALL TO THE PUBLIC   

 

Shirley Baker, 27239 Stancrest, briefly discussed hazardous waste disposal.  She expressed 

disappointment that the Township is no longer part of RRRASOC, therefore, making it difficult to 

dispose of these types of materials. 

 

John Bell, 23113 Currie Road, thanked the Board for their support of the Library millage.  He noted 

that the Library Board has compiled an improvement plan for the Library and would like this item to 

 be added to the agenda for discussion. 

 
7. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

 The following were added to the agenda under New Business: 

  - Discussion – HSA Medical Account 

  - Miss Dig 

- Discussion – Library 

 

Mr. Hicks moved to approve the agenda as modified.  Ms. Carcone seconded the motion. 

 

  Voice Vote:  Ayes: All  

     Nays: None 

             Absent: Cash 

 

  Motion approved.  

 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
 a.  Heights of Elkow Farms Master Deed and Bylaws Approval 

  

 Mr. Doozan reviewed the information provided in the McKenna Associates, Inc. letter dated 

 May 31, 2007 regarding this issue. 

 

Ms. Johnson questioned the six-foot fence around perimeter of development.  It was noted that 

since it was not shown on the drawings, it cannot be installed.  Rick Elkow stated that they will not 

be putting in a fence. 

 

 Mr. Hicks moved to approve the Master Deed and Bylaws for the Heights of Elkow Farms, 

 subject to the May 31, 2007 letter from the Planner, including approval by the Township 
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 Attorney and Engineers.  Ms. Johnson seconded the motion. 

 

 Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 

    Nays: None 

            Absent: Cash 

 

 Motion approved. 

 

Mr. Young stated that there is an item that is of importance that he failed to request that it be 

added to the agenda and would like to do so now.  He stated that he would like to add the 

Duff Property negotiations to the agenda. 

 

Ms. Carcone moved to add the Duff Property condemnation discussion to the agenda under 

New Business.  Mr. Hicks seconded the motion. 

 

 Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 

    Nays: None 

            Absent: Cash 

 

 Motion approved. 
 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

 
 a.  Special Even Request for Christmas Light Show from Erwin Orchards 

 

Bill Erwin explained what they are proposing to do at the orchard this year.  He stated that they 

will not be having the haunted houses this year.  Instead they will be placing several Christmas 

displays throughout the u-pick orchard.  It will not be accessible by car, viewers will board wagons 

that will be driven through the display. 

 

Mr. Young stated that the Board can take action on the concept with the details to be worked 

out administratively.   

 

Ms. Carcone stated that she mentioned this idea to several of her neighbors, who border the 

orchard.  She noted that the neighbors were in favor of this. 

 

Mr. Hemker moved to allow Erwin Orchards to have a special event named “Erwin’s Light Fantasy  

(ELF)” per the letter from Bill Erwin dated May 18, 2007 with the final administrative and insurance to  

be worked out quickly between the Township and Erwin Orchards.  Mr. Hicks seconded the motion. 

 

 Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 

    Nays: None 

            Absent: Cash 

 

 Motion approved. 

 
b.  AP-06-18, Ilene Drive Private Road Approval Request, North side of Grand River Avenue, west 

     of Old Plank Road. 

 

Mr. Doozan reviewed the information provided in the McKenna Associates, Inc. letter dated 

May 8, 2007 regarding this issue. 
 

Ms. Carcone asked Ms. Zawada if she could let her know how many REU’s go to each parcel. 

She noted that she spoke with Kim Gasior, 926 Associates, today and he also inquired about this. 

She stated that there are special assessments on the property.  Jerry Baker has 7 REU’s.   
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Ms. Carcone stated that there is also a water assessment on this parcel.  She asked Mr. Doozan if 

they were going to go by acreage to determine how much each parcel will pay.  Mr. Doozan 

responded that he believed that this is correct and indicated that he would help Ms. Carcone 

with this. 

 

Mr. Hemker questioned if this is just taking the existing drive that is there and making it into a road. 

Mr. Doozan responded that this is correct. 

 

Ms. Carcone questioned if Jerry Baker was still going to be in the front.  Mr. Gasior responded that 

Jerry Baker will remain in front. 

 

Mr. Hicks moved to approve AP-06-18, Ilene Drive Private Road, subject to all the conditions stated 

in the May 8, 2007 McKenna Associates, Inc. letter.  Ms. Carcone seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Young asked if there were any questions or comments.  There were none. 

 

  Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 

     Nays: None 

             Absent: Cash 

 

  Motion approved. 

 
c.  AP-06-16, Rezoning of Approximately 2.4 acres from RM-1, Suburban Townhouse District, to 

     R-03, Single Family Residential, Located on the southeastern corner of 12 Mile and Milford  

     Roads – First Reading 

 

Mr. Doozan reviewed the information provided in the McKenna Associates, Inc. letter dated 

May 29, 2007 regarding this issue. 

 

Ms. Carcone moved approve the first reading of the AP-06-16, 12 Mile and Milford Roads rezoning 

from RM-1, Suburban Townhouse District to R-03, Single Family Residential for parcels 21-15-101-039, 

21-15-101-040 and 21-15-101-041.  Mr. Hicks seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Young asked if there were any questions or comments.  Mr. Hicks questioned if there were  

issues that delayed this for so long.  Mr. Doozan responded that there were not. 

 

 Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 

    Nays: None 

            Absent: Cash 

 

 Motion approved. 

 
 d.  AP-07-03, Kirkway Estates, 1st Amendment to the Master Deed for Phase I 

 

 Mr. Doozan reviewed the information in the McKenna Associates, Inc. letter dated May 31, 

 2007 regarding this issue.   

 

 Scott McDonald, Attorney, briefly reviewed the reasons for the amendments for the Board. 

 

 Mr. Seymour stated that there is one change that was left out with regard to sod or seed of the 

 lawn.  He felt that the language in 8b indicates that there can be an irrigation system and 

 invisible fence, but does not mention sod or seed.  He suggested that adding “a maintained lawn”  

 would be sufficient.  Mr. McDonald indicated that they would be happy to make the change. 
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Mr. Hicks moved to approve AP-07-03 amendment #1 to the Master Deed for Kirkway Estates 

Phase I, subject to the May 31, 2007 McKenna Associates, Inc. letter and the recommendations 

made this evening by the Township Attorney regarding lawn.  Mr. Roberts seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Young asked if there were any questions or comments.  Ms. Carcone and Frank DiDario, Curtis 

Builders, briefly discussed the outstanding fees that are owed to the Township. 

 

  Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 

     Nays: None 

              Absent: Cash 

 

  Motion approved. 

 
 e.  AP-07-04, Woodwind Village, 1st Amendment to the Master Deed for Phase I 

 

Mr. Doozan reviewed the information in the McKenna Associates, Inc. letter dated May 31, 

2007 regarding this issue.    

 

Scott McDonald, Attorney, indicated that they have made all the changes that they understood 

the Planning Commission recommended.  He stated that to follow up on Mr. Seymour’s comment 

with regard to the prior issue, the sod or seed issue is addressed in the attachment, but they will 

make the same change here also. 

 

Mr. Seymour recommended that paragraph 4 of the 1st amendment talks about a release.  He 

indicated that he discussed this with Mr. McDonald and felt that the language should be 

reworked to insert the indemnification into the Master Deed.  He noted that this situation is a  

little different than with Kirkway, here we are actually allowing building in the easement on those 

four lots.   

 

Ms. Zawada noted that part of the storm sewers in question overlap with the sanitary sewer.  She 

stated that they have only recommended approval for over the storm sewer and into the overlap 

of the sanitary sewer area. 

 

 Mr. Young moved to approve amendment #1 to the master deed for Woodwind Village, Phase I, 

 per the May 31, 2007 McKenna Associates, Inc. letter and incorporate the changes suggested by 

 the Township Attorney in paragraph 4 regarding indemnification as well as the other language 

 regarding the maintained lawn.  Mr. Roberts seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Young asked if there were any questions or comments.  Mr. Hicks noted that there was  

extensive discussion with regard to the language in section 12, paragraph 1.  He briefly discussed 

this.  Mr. McDonald read this section. 

 

  Voice Vote:  Ayes: Carcone, Hemker, Hicks, Roberts, Young 

     Nays: Johnson 

             Absent: Cash 

 

  Motion approved. 

 
 f.  Consideration of Resolution for Property Acquisition for the McDonald’s Sewer & Water 

      Easement 

 

Ms. Zawada stated that this is an easement that is necessary along McDonald’s property to  

service the Bob Saks site across I-96.  This resolution will allow the Attorneys to obtain the  

easement. 
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Mr. Seymour stated that although the master plan indicates that this should be approximately 

800’ to the east along the bike path, this spot is better because there are no utilities in the 

way. 

 

Mr. Young moved by resolution that they adopt the resolution of property acquisition for sewer 

and water easements to obtain the McDonald’s property for the easements for sewer and water 

to be extended to the north side of I-96.  He further moved that this be adopted per the  

language in the document provided.  Mr. Hicks seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Young asked if there were any comments.  Ms. Johnson stated that she does not have as 

much problem with this as others do.  Mr. Young noted that the Township is not paying for this and 

that they are held harmless.  Mr. Hicks questioned if McDonald’s is in favor of this.  Mr. Young  

responded that McDonald’s is not going to fight this. 

 

Mr. Young noted that this is by far the best route and that this has been a very difficult issue.  He 

stated that going up the bike path as originally planned, there are too many obstacles and that 

the timing would not work for this particular development.  Mr. Young said that without sewer and 

water going over to the north side, the development would be greatly impaired. 

 

Ms. Carcone expressed her objections to this.  She briefly discussed the sewer capacity in the 

Township. 

 

Mr. Roberts stated that the REU’s are basically first come, first served.  He stated that they have a 

development that will not function without sewer and he is in favor of this. 

 

Mr. Hicks stated that the language does not mention who is responsible for the cost and the 

compensation to be paid.  Mr. Young stated that each step of the way the Township is making 

Bob Saks sign a hold harmless agreement so that if something does go awry then the Township 

is not responsible. 

 

 Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Roberts, Johnson, Hicks, Young 

    Nays: Hemker, Carcone 

            Absent: Cash 

 

 Motion approved. 

 
 g.  Groundwater Monitoring for Phase 2 – Insight Environmental 

 

 Mark Sweatman, Insight BCI, reviewed the fee estimate for monitoring well installation and  

groundwater monitoring that was provided to the Township Board. 

 

Mr. Hicks moved to authorize the Supervisor to enter into a contract with Insight BCI to install 

monitoring wells as required for a price of $32,755 for the wells and also the additional cost 

for the bumper posts at $2,140.  Ms. Johnson seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Young asked if there were any questions or comments.  Mr. Seymour noted that on page 

six in the mediation section there is a reference to Florida, this should be changed to Michigan. 

 

  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Carcone, Hicks, Johnson, Young, Roberts, Hemker  

     Nays: None 

             Absent: Cash 

 

  Motion approved. 
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h.  South Lyon Area Recreation Authority Donation Amount 

 

 Steve Lackey briefly reviewed the provided to the Board with regard to the SLARC’s request 

 for a municipal contribution for 2007-2008. 

 

 Ms. Carcone questioned the amount that SLARC is paying in bank fees.  Mr. Lackey stated that 

 they do a lot of transactions online.    Ms. Carcone noted that they are spending a lot of money 

 in bank fees.  She noted that the Township has over 50 accounts and they don’t pay any bank 

 fees. 

 

Ms. Carcone moved to approve, in the Board’s 2008 Lyon Township budget, that the board budget 

$16,660 for their municipal contribution and $2,140 for swim passes.  Mr. Hicks seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Young asked if there were any comments.  Mr. Hemker stated that the only problem he has is 

there are less residents using the programs and yet the Board is going to put more money into 

it when the Township’s budget is tight already. 

 

  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Roberts, Johnson, Hicks, Carcone, Young 

     Nays: Hemker 

             Absent: Cash 

 

  Motion approved. 

 
 i.  Discussion of Miscellaneous Special Assessments Ordinance and Obnoxious Weeds 

      Ordinance 

 

 Mr. Young stated that during the past week Mr. Hogan and Amanda Schmidt, Zoning Enforcement 

 Officer, have experienced several situations with regard to obnoxious weeds, therefore, Mr. Hogan 

 requested that this issue be placed on tonight’s agenda.   

 

 Mr. Young noted that they have had to go out this week and have some grass cut.  He stated that 

 they need to start enforcing this ordinance, but need clarification from the Board as to how they 

 want to go about this.  He noted that the Township currently has a contract with Brien’s Services,  

 and that Brien’s will give the Township a price based on the square footage of the lot that needs to 

 be cut. 

 

 Mr. Roberts asked Mr. Hogan to give an overview of this issue.  Mr. Hogan stated that they have  

 been getting a lot of complaints on homes that are in foreclosure.  He stated that the people who 

 are in foreclosure don’t want to maintain their homes or lawns and the bank does not want to  

maintain lawns because they don’t own it.  He stated that what they are looking for is a way to 

go in and mow the properties that are in foreclosure.  He stated that the money for this will be  

rolled onto the tax bill. 

 

Mr. Young stated that they could have Mr. Doozan put together an RFP and send it out for  

prices.  He stated that in the meantime, he would like authorization to go in and take care of some 

of the immediate problems. 

 

Ms. Carcone stated that Mr. Hogan is going to have to let her know so that she can prepare a 

list and present it to the Board in order to roll the cost onto the taxes.  She stated that they are 

getting close to being ready for the summer tax bills so there isn’t enough time to roll it on,  

therefore, the cost would have to be rolled onto the winter tax bill.  She discussed some of the 

problems this may cause. 

 

Mr. Roberts moved to continue to utilize Brien’s Services to mow the properties in question for now, 

as their work is a known factor.  Mr. Hicks supported the motion. 
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  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Johnson, Roberts, Hicks, Hemker, Young 

     Nays: Carcone 

             Absent: Cash 

  

  Motion approved. 

 
 j.  Discussion – HSA Accounts 

 

 Ms. Johnson stated that there is a $3.75 charge on each HSA account.  She stated that she 

 needs to know who is going to be paying the $3.75 per month per employee.  She stated that 

 for the 1st quarter it was $146.00, which was paid by the Township.  She said that she discovered 

 today that it was also deducted from each one of the accounts.  She stated that she called 

Wells Fargo and told them that they cannot do this, it is double dipping.  She stated that Wells 

Fargo indicated that they were directed to do this. 

 

 Mr. Hemker stated that there are now more banks doing HSA accounts.  He stated that he would 

 like to talk to some of them to see what their fees are. 

 

 Ms. Johnson stated that until this issue is determined, she would prefer that the Township be  

 responsible for the quarterly charges for each HSA account. 

  

 Mr. Young moved to approve the Township paying the $3.75 charge per employee until they 

 find a bank that does not charge a service fee.  Mr. Hemker seconded the motion. 

 

  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Johnson, Carcone, Young, Roberts, Hicks, Hemker 

     Nays: None 

             Absent: Cash 

 

  Motion approved. 

 
 k.  Miss Dig 

 

 Mr. Young stated that right now they are not doing staking for excavation for the sewer.  He noted 

that Earth Tech used to provide this service, but they transferred to Highland Treatment who does 

not provide this service.  He stated that he spoke with Highland Treatment for to see if they could 

recommend someone for this.  Highland Treatment suggested speaking with Mark St. Charles at 

Green Oak, which Mr. Young did.  Mr. St. Charles recommended Frank Patrello and indicated that 

they are very happy with the service that Mr. Patrello provides. 

 

Mr. Young stated that he has spoken with Mr. Patrello who has indicated that he charges between 

$25.00 and $28.00 per hour for the actual staking.  He noted that Highland has worked with 

Mr. Patrello in the past and have had no complaints.  Mr. Young stated that he would like to use  

Mr. Patrello on a non-contractual basis right now to see how it works out.   

 

Mr. Hicks moved to authorize the Supervisor to obtain services with Frank Patrello on a non-

contractual agreement basis to begin doing the sewer staking.  Mr. Roberts seconded the motion. 

 

  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Roberts, Hicks, Johnson, Young, Hemker, Carcone 

     Nays: None 

             Absent: Cash 

 

  Motion approved. 
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 l.  Library Discussion 

 

 John Bell briefly discussed some of the actions that the Library Board has identified to make the 

 Library more user friendly to the public.  He requested that the Board select a sub-committee to 

 meet with the Library Board to go over these ideas in more detail.  Ms. Carcone and Mr. Roberts 

 volunteered to be on the sub-committee. 

 
 m.  Duff Property 

 

 Mr. Young stated this property is right next to the Pulte property, who are responsible for putting 

 the bike path in front of this property.  He noted that the funds will not be coming out of the  

 Township’s Bike Trail fund.  He stated that because of the elevation of the property, a retaining  

wall is required.  He said this issue is just about settled, but informed Mr. Duff that this is going before 

the Board this evening to authorize the Township Attorney to begin condemnation proceedings, if 

necessary. 

  

 Mr. Hicks moved to adopt the resolution of acquisition for a pedestrian and non-motorized traffic 

 pathway easement per the form provided.  Ms. Johnson seconded the motion. 

 

  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Young, Roberts, Hicks, Johnson 

     Nays: Hemker, Carcone 

             Absent: Cash 

  

  Motion approved. 

 
10. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA FOR ACTION OR DISCUSSION   NONE 

   
11. EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING PENDING LITIGATION   

 
12.  ADJOURNMENT  

     

 Mr. Hicks moved to recess the meeting and go into an Executive Session.  Ms. Johnson seconded  

the motion.  The meeting was recessed at 9:03 PM. 

 

 Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 

    Nays: None 

            Absent: Cash 

 

 Motion approved. 

 

Ms. Carcone moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Hemker seconded the motion.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 9:22 PM. 

 

 Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 

    Nays: None 

            Absent: Cash 

 

 Motion approved. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Deby Cothery 
Deby Cothery                                            Pamela Johnson    

Recording Secretary                                                      Clerk    


