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Date: February 27, 2006 
Time: 6:00 PM 
Place: 58000 Grand River 
 
Call to order:  Mr. Hawkins called the meeting to order at 6:02. 
Roll Call: 
 
 Barber, Mike (PC Liaison) 
 Hawkins, Michael 
 Raney, Tony 
 Schilling, Troy (Brd Liaison) 
 Erwin, Bill Absent 
 
Also present: 
 
 Philip Seymour, Township Attorney 
 Al Hogan, Township Building Official 
 Chris Olson, Township. Superintendent 
 Michelle Aniol, Township Planner 
 
Guests: 8 
 
Approval of minutes: 
 

1. Approval of January 23, 2006 meeting minutes. 
Mr. Barber made the motion to “accept the meeting minutes for January 23, 2006 as printed.” Mr. Schilling 
supported the motion.  
 
Voice votes: 
 Ayes: all 
 Nays: none 
Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Hearings: 
 

Leduc incorporated, 4801 Faircourt, West Bloomfield, Michigan, seeks to appeal the decision by the Township 
Board to deny rezoning from R-1.0 to R-0.3 of property located at the northeast quadrant of Milford and Twelve 
Mile Roads (Coyote Golf Course). In filing this appeal, applicant seeks to allow all uses permitted under the R-0.3 
classification. Property identification # 21-10-300-003, 21-10-300-002, 21-10-400-001, and 21-10-300-001.  
 
Paul Burns representing Leduc 4801 Faircourt, West Bloomfield, MI – Mr. Burns commented that Mr. Leduc’s 
application for rezoning was turned down by the Township Board. Michigan law requires that Mr. Leduc make an 
application to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a use variance. In the past the Township has concluded that it does 
not have jurisdiction to grant use variances; however, the law requires that Mr. Leduc obtain a resolution from the 
board that it does not have jurisdiction to grant use variances. Mr. Burns asked the Zoning Board of Appeals to grant 
Mr. Leduc that tonight.  
 
Mr. Hawkins asked Mr. Burns if he had anything additional to present to the Zoning Board of Appeals. Mr. Burns 
responded, “No, because we do not believe that you have the authority to grant a use variance, so this is a procedural 
requirement.” 
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Mr. Hawkins stated for the record, “The Zoning Board of Appeals per Township ordinances, per 8.02 D, the Zoning 
Board of Appeals does not have the authority to grant use variances. That is by direction of the Township, the 
Township Board, and the Township ordinances.   
 
Mr. Hawkins asked if anyone in the public had comments regarding this issue.   
 
Nancy Duczkowski 56739 12 Mile Road – Mrs. Duczkowski found it interesting that when discussing this issue 
with her daughter, who has Down’s syndrome, her daughters first comment was, “Oh my gosh that is to much traffic 
in this area.” Mrs. Duczkowski feels that the rezoning of one house per acre to three houses per acre does not seem 
realistic.  
 
Mr. Hawkins conferred with Mr. Seymour that the Zoning Board of Appeals does not have the authority to grant a 
use variance. Mr. Seymour responded that the Township ordinances provide that the Zoning Board of Appeals does 
not have the authority to grant a use variance and that is what the petitioner is asking for. Therefore, the Zoning 
Board of Appeals is without authority.   
 
Mr. Barber made the motion that “The Zoning Board of Appeals deny the request for a variance based on the fact 
that the Zoning Board of Appeals cannot grant a variance, it is out of our authority, according to ordinance number 
8.02D.” Mr. Raney supported the motion. 
 
Voice votes: 
 Ayes: all 
 Nays: none  
Motion approved unanimously.  
 
Adjournment:  
 
Mr. Hawkins adjourned the meeting at 6:08 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Catherine Culver 
Recording Secretary 
 


