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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF LYON 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  

MEETING MINUTES 
September 19, 2005 

 
 

Approved as submitted October 17, 2005. 
 

DATE:   September 19, 2005 
TIME:  7:30 PM 
PLACE:  58000 Grand River 
 
 Call to Order:  Mr. Erwin called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM. 
 
         Roll Call:  Present: William Erwin, Chairman 

Michael Barber 
Michael Hawkins 
Tony Raney 

 
    Absent: Troy Schilling, Trustee 
       
                   Also Present:  Philip Seymour, Township Attorney  
      Chris Olson, Township Superintendent 
      Al Hogan, Building Official 
       
    Guests:  5 
 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
  - Regular Meeting of August 22, 2005 
  
 Mr. Barber made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting of August 22, 2005 
 as written.  Mr. Raney supported the motion. 
 

Voice Vote:  Ayes: Barber, Erwin, Raney 
      Nays: None 
             Abstain: Hawkins 
              Absent: Schilling 
 
   Motion approved. 
 
2. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
 Justin Cody, 15135 Hix Road, Livonia 
 Sidwell 21-34-100-043.  Proposed property address is 56615 Nine Mile Road, next to 56675 Nine 
 Mile Road.  Applicant requests variance from Section 18.03.A.1 to construct home and retain  
 existing barn  in front yard of a parcel less than 2 acres.  
 
 Mr. Cody explained that his father’s barn is located in front of where he would like to build his  
 home.  He stated that he would like to get a temporary variance so that the barn can remain 
 on the property until six months after he receives certificate of occupancy for his home.  He 
 intends on building a new barn on his father’s property, but cannot do this at this time because 
 his father goes to Texas for the winter and does not return until Spring.  He stated that the existing 
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 barn houses his father’s tools and lawn equipment.  He felt that during the building process of his 
 home the existing barn would be very helpful in that he could get power from there, in lieu of using 
 generators, and could store some of the materials for the new home in there. 
 
 Mr. Hawkins stated that he would not object to this as long as they establish some kind of time 
 frame.  Mr. Erwin stated that in the past they have made the applicant provide a bond to the 
 Township.  He noted that the last bond they requested was in the amount of $5,000, but felt that 
 this may be too much in this case.  Mr. Hogan felt that $5,000 is too much.  He felt that $2,500 or 
 $3,000 would be sufficient. 
 
 Mr. Olson discussed some of the demolition costs that he has seen through the Block Grant Fund 
 program.  He questioned the size of the barn.  Mr. Cody responded that he believed it to be 
 27’ x 25’.   
 
 Mr. Hawkins asked Mr. Cody when he plans on beginning to build his home.  Mr. Cody responded 
 that it is his intention to begin at the end of this month.  He felt that the home should be done  
 sometime in April or May.   
 
 Mr. Seymour stated that if the ZBA does put a condition on this with a specific date, then a letter  
 should be sent out to the applicant when the specific date is close.  The letter should indicate that 
 the date is near and if the barn is not removed, the applicant will forfeit their bond. 
 
 There was brief discussion with regard to the time period for the variance.  It was agreed on that 
 six months after certificate of occupancy would be sufficient.  It was noted that if the applicant 
 does need more time, he would have to come back to the ZBA with his request. 
 
 Mr. Hawkins made a motion in regards to Justin Cody, Sidwell 21-34-100-043, for the proposed 
 variance from the Detached Accessory Building and Structures, Section 18.03.A.1.  The applicant 
 has requested a variance from the ordinance to permit an existing structure to remain on the 
 property while he builds his residence.  The property is less than two acres.  This variance should 
 be granted relative to acreage size and allow him to retain the building provided the applicant 
 does the following: 
  1.  Provides a bond to the Building Department in the amount of $5,000, 
       which would guarantee some options for the Township to remove the 
       barn. 
  2.  The applicant will have six months from the date of the certificate of 
          occupancy to remove the barn.  The Building Department will monitor 
       this and will provide notification if the end of this time is getting close. 
 The applicant has demonstrated that he does intend on removing the barn and has brought this 
 in good faith to the Board.  The applicant has also agreed to provide a bond to the Building 
 Department.  Mr. Raney supported the motion. 
 
 Mr. Hawkins amended the bond value to $3,000 in lieu of $5,000.  Mr. Raney supported the  
 amendment. 
 

Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 
      Nays: None 
              Absent: Schilling 
 
   Motion approved. 
 
 
 Erich Ross, 59373 Ten Mile Road and Roxanne Casterline, 59225 Ten Mile Road 

Sidwell 21-29-226-007.  Applicant requests property split to separate funeral home from  
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residence, resulting in depth to width ration on residential parcel of 4.159 to 1.  Applicant  
requests variance from section 36.02, footnote C which specifies maximum depth to width 
ration is 4 to 1.  Tabled from August 16, 2005.    
 
Mr. Ross explained where the split would be on the property.  He stated that if he splits the  
property as proposed, the property no longer meets the ordinance for width to depth ratio, 
it would be 4.159 to 1. 
 
Roxanne Casterline, 332 Rogers, Northville, stated that is has always been their intention that 
Erich and Courtney would one day own the home on this property.  She noted that Courtney is 

 the Funeral Director at the Funeral Home.  She stated that they have always wanted to keep the 
 extra green space behind the funeral home for a play space for the family.  She stated that it 
 came to their attention that the barn could not stand alone, therefore, they need to variance in 
 order to make this work. 
 
 Mr. Olson gave a brief history of the site and what has transpired in the past with respect to the 
 size of the property for funeral homes.  He noted that the size of property for funeral homes has 
 been reduced from ten acres to four acres. 
 
 Mr. Erwin questioned if they would be creating a non-conformity, if they were grant the variance. 
 Mr. Seymour responded that they would be creating a non-conforming lot, but the ZBA does have 
 the power to do this.  There was discussion with regard to whether or not this lot would be 
buildable, 
 if this were granted.  It was noted that if this is granted the property would be landlocked.  Mr. Ross 
 indicated that he intends on farming the property. 

 
 Mr. Hawkins made a motion in regard to Erich Ross, 59373 Ten Mile Road, Sidwell 21-29-226-007, the 
 applicant has requested a variance from the ZBA for a proposed lot split that will be submitted to 
 the Township Board at a later date.  The variance request from Section 36.02, footnote C, requiring 
 a maximum 4 to 1 lot width to depth ratio.  The applicant is requesting a variance from the 4 to 1 to 
 4.159 to 1.  The variance would be appropriate for this property in that it separates commercial  
 from a residential piece of property.  This is a unique parcel relative to shape and size.  The  
 applicant has demonstrated that they intend on using the residential side strictly for family and their 
 own use.  There does not appear to be any objection from local residents or neighbors relative to  
 the application.  It is recommended that the variance of 4.159 to 1 be granted from the lot width 
 to depth ratio.  Mr. Raney supported the motion. 
 
 Mr. Seymour stated that the motion indicates that the lot split must be approved by the Township 
 Board.  He suggested that the motion be contingent upon the Township Supervisor granting the 
 lot split in lieu of the Township Board.   
 
 Mr. Hawkins amended his motion to include: 
  1. The applicant does follow-up within the next two months to apply for a lot split 
      from the Township Supervisor. 
 Mr. Raney supported the amendment to the motion. 
 

Voice Vote:  Ayes: All 
      Nays: None 
              Absent: Schilling 
 
   Motion approved. 
 
3. GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION  NONE 
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4. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Mr. Erwin adjourned the meeting at 7:54 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Deby Cothery 
Deby Cothery  
Recording Secretary        
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